
Vol. 26, No. 25 June 20, 1983 

BEIIIN 
EVIEW A CHINESE WEEKLY OF 

NEWS AND VIEWS 

Main Points of 
Premier Zhao's 
Report to NPC 

7hu Jianhua Sets 
A New World 

High-Jump Record 

Gansu" A Remote 
Landlocked Province 

i ~ :• ~ i i~i i~ ~" 

w 

~ i :  ' :  i: ̧~̧ i 

P 

v % 



LETTERS 

Superiority of Socialist 
System 

It is distressing for those of us 
who care for China to read of 
those who e n v y p e o p l e  in the 
capitalist world because they have 
more by way of material  goods. 
At least, some of them do. Do 
they stop to think that there are 
still millions dying o'f starvation 
in the world, as people in China 
were. while they were still being 
oppressed and exploited by the 
greedy and corrupt? 

In oar society a "success" is a 
person who has managed to grab 
the most in  material goods and 
wealth, never mind how they get 
it. Usually the wealthy have come 
by their riches by any cut-throat 
method available and people are 
taught to envy them. .Advertis- 
ing is designed to cause such 
envy and make ~eople believe 
that they must have cars, swim- 
ming pools and plenty of money 
to buy them, although there is 
said to be a figure of up to 35 mil-  
lion unemployed in the WesteL~ 
world, as well as millions dying 
of starvation and malnutrition. 

I hope the Chinese people see 
the vast superiority of the system 
in their country, as I am sure 
most of them do. 

M. Rosser 
Wembley, Australia 

Document Supplements and 
Suggestions 

.You published the document 
"The 6th Five-Year Plan (1981-435) 

of the People's Republic of China 
for Economic and Social Develop- 
ment" as supplements in centre- 
fold pages of two issues (Nos. 21 
and 22). It is a great plan. The 
document, with many figures, is 
a rare treat  for me. The docu- 
ments on the Party Congress and 
the National Pdople's congress 
will be welcomed if you present 
them in this form. 

To push ahead with moderniza- 
tion, your country attaches impor- 
tance to exchanges with other 
countries a n d  wants to hos~ 
tourists from other countries. 
Therefore it would be good if your 
journal would carry articles about 
China's geography. 

Many Chinese cities have estab- 
lished friendly relations with 
Japanese cities as well as cities in 
the United States and some Euro- 
pean countries. You had better 
publish articles on these Chinese 
cities and scenic cities in y o u r  
country. 

Besides B e i j i n g  and Shanghai," 
your journal could carry articles 
in each issue introducing cities 
and places that foreigners are in- 
terested in, such as Harbin, Da- 
lian, Guangzhou, Xian, Hangzhou, 
Qingdao, Nanjing, Suzhou, Yang- 
zhou and even Wuxi, the sister 
city of 'Akashi, Japan, where I 
live. 

Mas&toshi Sa, wada 
Hyogo. Japan 

More Articles on World 
Affairs 

I like very much the "Articles 
& Documents" column. Some of 

Just released by CHINESE LITERATURE 
The Black Eel 

by Ai Qing 

pp. 103, paperback 

This long narrative poem te l ls the stow of a 
young fisherman who marries a girl he meets on on 
island but is opposed by the despot there. Finally 
the lovers take to the sea in search of a way out. 

Order directly from China Publications Centre 
(GUOJI SHUDIAN), P.O. Box 3c~9, Beijing, Chino, 

or inquire at bookshops abroad 

its articles deal with the main- 
tenance of world peace, the safe- 
guarding of world security and 
the guarantee of national indepen- 
dence and the right to subsistence. 
Peace is pursued by all people in 
the world. World peace and 
the independence of various coun- 
tries must be guaranteed by 
world security. Without security, 
the people's right to subsistence 
is out of the question. This also 
is the obligation, of the United 
Nations. 

I suggest you enlarge this 
column so as to include more use- 
ful reports on world affairs. I 
wish you would carry articles on 
sports and events in Central 
Africa. 

Kabeya-Lukengu 
K. OCC., Zaire 

Sine-French Ties 

I have no intention, of course, 
to belittle the great importance of 
good relations between China and 
France, but for the sake of histori- 
cal truth I feel obliged to point out 
that the statement in "Notes From 
the" Editors" in Beijing Review, 
N o .  19, 1983, to the effect that 
France was the first West Euro- 
pean country to establish diplo- 
matic relations with the People's 
Republic of China on an ambas- 
sadorial level is wrong. 

Recently retired Minister of Na- 
tional Defence, Geng Biao, was aP- 
pointed ambassador to Sweden in 
1950. He was concurrently Min- 
ister to Denmark. In the mid- 
50s Denmark and China raised the 
level and exchanged ambassadars. 

If I do not rembmber wrongly, 
Finland and Switzerland also 
exchanged ambassadors with 
China in the very early 50s. 

Gotfred Appei 
Svendborg, Denmark 

It is true that Swe~en,(May 
9, 195.0), Denmark (May 11, 
1950), Switzerland (September 
14, 1950), Finland (October 28, 
1950) and Norway (October 5. 
1954) established diplomatic 
relations with the PRC at the 
ambassadorial level earlier 
than France (January 27, I964). 
Britain and PRC exchanged 
charges d'af]aires in 1954 and 
raised their diplomatic rela- 
~ion, s to the ambassadorial 
level in 1972. ~ Ed. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEK 

6th NPC Deliberates on Government Work Report 

The First Session of the Sixth NPC heard several re- 
ports including Premier Zhao Ziyang's Report on the 
Work of the Government which summarizes the last five 
years of achievements in national economic development,  
in political stability and unity and in building a modern 
national defence. It deals with questipns concerning 
Taiwan and Xianggang and China's relations with foreign 
countries. It sets forth economic construction tasks for 
the next five years (p. 14). 

Liao Chengzhi Passes Away 

Liao Chengzhi, Member Of the Political Bureau of 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China 
and Vice-Chairman of the Standing Committee of the Na- 
tional People's Congress, died of sudden heart attack in 
Beijing on June 10 while the Sixth NPC was in session 
(p. 5). 

An Introduction to Gansu Province 

Beginning in this issue, Beijing Revtew will periodical- 
ly present articles about China's administrative regions. 
This one is about Gansu, a remote landlocked province. 
It is typical of China in the sense that. it has both ancient 
cultural relics and modern industry, that it is one of the 
nation's poorest areas and yet  a major high-yielding 
grain-producing centre (p. 20). 

New World High-Jump Record 

China's high jumper Zhu Jianhua set a new world 
record on June 11 by clearing 2.37 metres, one centimetre 
higher than the listed world record set by G. Wessig of 
the GDR in 1980 (p. 8). 

New Historical Plays 

No longer accused of 
"using the past to dis-. 
parage the present," new 
plays based on real-life 
historical personalities 
and events are entertain- 
ing Beijing audiences 
with innovations in both 
subject matter  and artistic 
form (p. 29), 

Mogao Grottoes  in Dunhuang.  
Photo by Tian Ping 



Anniversary of Kampuchean coalition 

NOTES FROM THE EDITORS 1 
! 

ing the ASEAN countries into 
recognizing the Phnom Penh 
puppet  regime as a legal enti ty.  
Small  wonder  they all have 
been re jec ted  by the ASEAN 
countries. 

Hanoi has also spared no 
effort  in its a t tempts  to d iv ide  
the Coalition Government  of 
Democratic Kampuchea.  Ear l ier  
this year,  it raided the t roops led 
by Norodom Sihanouk and Son 
Sann, bragging that  it would 
"wipe them out" dur ing the dry-  
season offensive. But at  the 
same t ime it said tha t  Sihanouk 
was welcome to " r e tu rn  to 
Phnom Penh for the election." 

Af ter  all the cajoling and 
coercion failed, Viet Nam 
launched in March-Apri l  large-  
scale a t tacks  against  the Kam-  
puchean patr iot ic  armed forces 
and refugee camps along the 
Thai -Kampuchean  border  re-  
gions, and del ibera te ly  en- 
croached upon the ter r i tor ies  of 
Thai land and presented a series 
of mi l i tary  threats• 

It resor ted to mi l i t a ry  means 
in its efforts to dr ive  a wedge 
between the three patriotic 
parties, and weaken and scuttle 
the Coalition• Government  of 
Democrat ic  Kampuchea.  

N~netheless. the Coalition 
Government  has closed its 
ranks and fought val iant ly  
against  a numerical ly stronger 
enemy armed with Soviet -made 

In the last 12 months, the 
Coalition Government  of Dem- 
ocratic Kampuchea has held - 
many meetings at which the 
three part ies demonstra ted their 
unity in the common fight 
against  Viet Nam. By ral lying 
more and more patriots under 
its banner,  the Coalition Govern- 
ment  is s tr iking deep root 
among the populace. 

Since they took office, leaders 
of the three  patriotic part ies 
have worked hard and won in- 
creasing suppor t  and sympa thy  
for their just  cause from the 
world community.  During his 
Apr i l -May s tay in areas con- 
trol led by Democrat ic  Kampu-  
chea, President  Norodom Siha- 
nouk received the credentials 
presented by ambassadors  from 
six countries; this very fact 
e loquent ly  testifies to the 
enhanced in ternat ional  status 
of the government .  

The Coali t ion Government  
has mapped out a plan to deal 
heavier  blows to the Vietnamese 
aggressors in the coming ra iny  
season. By that  time, the Vietna-  
mese invaders  wilt  have to 
entrench themselves in cities 
and t ranspor ta t ion  hubs .  They 
will find their  position becom- 
ing tougher  and tougher. 

Facts  in the last year  show 
that  so long as t h e  Coalition 
Government  of Democrat ic  
Kampuehea is united and fights 
resolutely it can foil the enemy's  
polit ical schemes and frenzied 
mi l i t a ry  attacks. With the con- 
certed efforts of the various 
patr iot ic  forces, it can certainly 
a t ta in  its final goal of driving 

from isolation. Their "yea r -by -  heavy weapons. The ASEAN all the invaders  out and rebui ld-  
, year  par t ia l  wi thdrawal ,"  "re-  member  s tates  and other coun- ing Kampuchea into an indepen- 

. . . .  dent, peaceful neutral  and non 
~ i ,~n~ l  o,,nf~rpnre and d ia-  tries ~ive their  resolute suppor t  " ' " - 

,, a l l g n e c l  c o u n (  y 
i logue between groups are all to the Coalition Government  
t aimed at jus t i fy ing their  inva-  and back Thailand's  de termina-  - - In ternat ional  Editor 

sion of Kampuchea  and t r ick-  tion to fight against  aggression. Mu Youlin 
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On June  22, 1982, leaders of 
the three patr iot ic  part ies of 
Democratic Kampuchea signed 
a joint  deciaration on the forma- 
tion of a coalition government.  
Since then the Kampuchean  
patriotic forces have shat tered  
the Vietnamese invaders '  bid to 
split their  coalition, foiled the 
fifth dry-season offensive of t h e  
aggressive Vietnamese troops 
and scored remarkab le  achieve- 
ments in the mil i tary,  polit ical 
and diplomatic fields. 

The Coalition Government  of 
Democratic Kampuchea has 
fortified and widened the uni ty 
of the various patr iot ic  forces 
in their  struggle against  Viet 
Nam, with a far-reaching in- 
fluence on both the bat t lef ield 
and the diplomatic  arena. 

The 37th United Nations As- 
sembly last year  af f i rmed the 
legit imate seat  of Democrat ic  
Kampuchea  in the world organi-  
zation with more favourable  
votes than in any previous year  
and adopted a resolution calling 
once again for the wi thdrawal  
of Vietnamese troops from 
Kampuchea.  T h e  wide pop- 
ular i ty  the Coalition Govern-  
ment  enjoys in the world com- 
muni ty  is in itself a thorn in 
the side of the Vietnamese in- 
vaders. 

Since last JulY, the Vietna- 
mese authori t ies  have dished up 
one proposal af ter  another  in 
order to extr icate  themselves 



CHINA EVENTS AND TRENDS 

Liao Chengzhi passes 

Liao Chengzhi, Member of the 
Political Bureau of the Central 
Committee of the Communist 
Party of China and Vice-Chair- 
man of the Standing Committee 
of the National People's Con- 
gress, died of sudden heartat-  
tack in Beijing on June 10, 1983, 
at the age of 75. 

The CPC Central Committee. 
the NPC Standing Committee 
and the State Council made the 
announcement in deep grief. 

The announcement said Liao 
Chengzhi was an outstanding 
member of the Chinese Com- 
munist Party, a proletarian 
revolutionary, a noted social ac- 
tivist, and an outstanding leader 
of the Party and the state. 

It said: "Liao Chengzhi had 
made indelible contributions in 
the protracted revolutionary 
struggle and to the cause of so- 
cialist construction, to the con- 
solidation and development of 
the patriotic united front for 
the realization of the great unity 
and reunification of the mother-  
land, and to strengthening 
friendly relations with people of 
all countries of the world and 

away 

safeguarding world peace. He 
enjoyed high prestige inside and 
outside the Par ty  and at home 
and abroad." 

It continued: "The parents of 
Liao Chengzhi were Mr. Liao 
Zhongkai, one of the founding 
members of the Kuomintang, 
and Madame He Xiangning. For 
this, Liao Chengzhi had contacts 
with important figures of the 
Kuomintang now in Taiwan and 
other places, including Mr. 
Chiang Ching-kuo. Liao Cheng- 
zhi also had wide contacts with 
compatriots in Xianggang 
(Hongkong) and Aomen (Macao) 

6th NPC discusses 

The First Session of the Sixth 
National People's Congress 
heard Premier Zhao Ziyang's 
report on the work of the 
government  on June 6. 

On June 7, Yao Yilin, Vice-  
Premier of the State Council 
and Minister in Charge of the 
State Planning Commission, 
delivered a report on the 1983 
plan for social and economic 
development and Wang Bing- 
qian, Minister of Finance, gave 
a report on the final state ac- 
counts for 1982. 

The second, plenary meeting 
also approved procedures and 
measures for the elections of 
state leaders, voting and en- 
dorsement of bills at the current 
session and the composition of 
six special committees: Nation- 
alities Committee; Law Commit- 
tee: Financial and Economic 

and with overseas Chinese. 

"He passed away at a time 
when the First Session of the 
Sixth National People's .Con- 
gress is in progress. This has 
caused great sorrow among the 
deputies," i~ concluded. 

Deputies to the NPC and 
Members of the National Com- 
mittee of the CPPCC deeply 
mourned the death of Liao 
Chengzhi on June 11. 

The funeral committee for 
Liao Chengzhi is composed of 
85 people including Hu Yaobang, 
Ye Jianying, Deng Xiaoping, 
Zhao Ziyang, Li Xiannian, Chen 
Yun, Peng Zhen, Deng Yingchao 
and others. 

Premier's report 

Committee; Education, Science, 
Culture and Public Health Com- 
mittee; Foreign Affairs Commit- 
tee; and Overseas Chinese Com- 
mittee. 

Yang Shangkun, Jiang Hua 
and Huang Huoqing deliver- 
ed written reports to the 
NPC session on the work of the 
Standing Committee of. the 
Fifth NPC, the Supreme Peo- 
ple's Court and the Supreme 
People's Procuratorate. 

Beginning June 8, the se~ion 
entered panel discussions on 
Premier Zhao Ziyang's report  
on the work of  the government 
as well as on the reports by Yao 
Yilin and Wang Bingqian. 

The deputies agreed that the 
reports were factual summaries 
of achievements and accurate 
identifications of existing prob- 
lems. The State Council has 
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Deputies from Beijing engage in a group discussion. 

achieved a great  deal  in the past 
five years  and  has helped create 
g rowing  social and  economic 
prosperi ty.  They also agreed 
that  China  can be expected to 
con t inue  to develop in the fu-  
ture.  

While discussing the section 
in  the g o v e r n m e n t  work repor t  
on economic work,  the deput ies  
found  that  the report  correct ly 
s u m m e d  up  the  exper ience of 
the past  five years  in  economic 
construct ion,  clearly expounded  
the  policies and  pr inciples  for 
fu tu re  economic work as well  as 
the m a j o r  tasks for economic 
cons t ruc t ion  in the nex t  five 
years. 

In  the discussion of tasks for 
the next  five years,  most  depu-  
ties expressed full  confidence 
that  the coun t ry  could push 
fo rward  the deve lopment  of 
var ious under tak ings .  

Yao Yilin's Report 
Yao Yili.n's repor t  was  divid-  

ed in to  three  par ts :  

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  1982 
P l a n .  The actual  i m p l e m e n t a -  
t ion of the 1982 plan  for na t iona l  
economic and  social develop-  
m e n t  was more  sat isfactory t h a n  
ant ic ipa ted  . 

- - T h e  count ry  had very  good 

harvests  i n  agr icu l tu ra l  produc- 
tion. The total  agr icu l tura l  out -  
put  va lue  was 11 per cent  more  
t h a n  tha t  of 1981, exceeding the 
p lanned  growth  ra te  of 4 per 
cent by a large margin .  

- -  Indus t r i a l  product ion  in-  
creased in an  a l l - round  way. 
The gross indus t r i a l  ou tpu t  
va lue  rose 7.7 per  cent  as com- 
pared  wi th  tha t  of 1981, exceed- 
ing the p l anned  growth  rate  of 
4 per  cent. 

- - A  large n u m b e r  of big and  
medium-s ized  const ruct ion pro- 
jects as well as projects involv-  
ing e q u i p m e n t  r enewal  and 
technical  t r ans fo rma t ion  were 
completed and put  in to  opera-  
tion. 

- -  Supplies  of commodit ies  
were  plent i ful .  The total  vo lume 
of retai l  sales reached 257,000 
mil l ion yuan ,  9.4 per  cent more 
t h a n  in  the  previous  year, or 
an  actual  increase of 7.3 per 

cent af ter  the factor of price 
rises was excluded.  

- - F o r e i g n  t rade was fu r the r  
expanded .  

- -  New deve lopments  were ac- 
complished in  science, educa-  
tion, cu l ture ,  public health a nd  
physical  cul ture .  

- - T h e  l iv ing  s tandards  of 
people in  bo th  the cities and  the 
coun t rys ide  contirmed to im-  
prove. 

Some m a j o r  questions which 
mer i t  a t t e n t i o n  and call. for 
u rgen t  so lu t ion  are:  

First ,  i nve s t me n t s  in f ixed as- 
sets have increased too rapidly,  
far  exceeding the state plan.  
The total  i n v e s t m e n t  for capi tal  
cons t ruc t ion  exceeded the p l an -  
ned f igure  by 11,000 mi l l ion  
yuan ,  or were 11,200 mi l l ion  
y u a n  more  than  in the previous 
year.  

Second, s ince the i nves tmen t  
in  f ixed assets as well as the 
heavy  indus t r i a l  product ion in -  
creased too rapidly,  they s t r a in -  
ed the somewha t  improved sup-  
ply of energy,  raw mater ials  and  
t ranspor t .  

Third,  m a n y  targets for eco- 
nomic  resul ts  were not met. 

T a s k s  a n d  M a i n  T ar ge t s  for  1983, 
C o n t i n u o u s  efforts will be made  
to i m p l e m e n t  the principle of re- 
ad ju s tmen t ,  res t ructur ing,  con- 
sol idat ion and  i mpr ove me n t  and  
give pr ior i ty  to ra is ing ecxmomic 
results. 

The ma jo r  targets for 1983 are:  

- - T o  increase agr icu l tura l  
p roduct ion  by 4 per cent  over 
1982. 

- - T o  increase indust r ia l  pro-  
duct ion  by 4 per cent, too, whi le  
s t r iv ing  for a 5 per cent  increase. 

- - T o  m a i n t a i n  inves tments  in  
fixed assets at  74,700 mil l ion 
yuan ,  or 9,800 mil l ion yuan  less 
t h a n  in  1982. 

- -  To raise the total volume of 
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CHINA EVENTS AND TRENDS 

retai l  sales to 276,000 million 
yuan, 7.8 per  cent more than in 

1982. 

To raise  enrolment  in reg-  
ular  inst i tut ions of higher 
learning to 360,000, or 45,000 
more than in  1982. 

Situat ion in the First F ive  
Months of 1983. The nat ional  
eeonorhy has been performing 
well. The total  cumulat ive out-  
put  value of industry., between 
Janua ry  and Apri l  was 7.6 per 
cent greater  than in the corres- 
ponding period of 1982. Energy 
production rose steadily. The 
total, volume of retai l  sales went  
up by 10.8 per  cent over that  in 
the corresponding period of 
1982. 

To fulfil the plan for 1983, a 
good job must  be done mainly  
in the following three areas:  

First,  it  is necessary to str ict-  
ly control the  volume of invest-  
ment  in f ixed assets and ensure 
the completion of key construc- 
t ion projects  and the technical 
t ransformat ion of exist ing en- 
terprises according to plan. 

Second, i t  is necessary to  re-  
form the economic system and 
comprehensively raise economic 
results through t h e  continuous 
consolidation and readjus tment  
of the exist ing enterprises.  

Third, it  is necessary to a p -  
propr ia te ly  control the growth 
of heavy indust ry  and accelerate 
the development  of light indus-  
tr ial  production. 

Wang Bingqian's Report 

In his report,  Wang Bingqian 
said that  China's financial  s i tua-  
tion had continued to improve 
in 1982, characterized by the rise 
in s ta te  revenues and the in- 
crease of expendi tures  as against  
the preceding year,  a.nd by a 

basic balance be tween  the two. 

On Final  State Accounts  for 
1982. The total s tate revenue in 
1982 came to 112,397 mil l ion 
yuan, or 101.8 per cent of the 
budgeted figure; total  state ex- 

of 3.2 per cent over the same 
period of 1982. State expendi-  
ture had come to 30,981 mill ion 
yuan, an increase of 9.7 per cent 
over the same period of l a s t  
year.  On balance, revenues 
were 1,697 million yuan over 
expenditures.  

Colour TV centre 

under construction 

pendi ture  reached 115,331 m i l -  
lion yuan, or 101.7 per cent of 
the budgeted figure. On bal-  

a n c e ,  state deficit was 2,934 mil-  
lion yuan, a figure sl ightly lower 
than specified in the budget.  

On 1983 State Budget .  The 1983 
state budget  sets total  revenue 
at  123,200 million yuan and total  
expendi ture  at 126,200 mill ion 
~,uan, the difference being 3,000 
mill ion yuan. By the end of 
April,  state revenue had reached 
32,678 million yuan, an increase 

The construction of China's  
f irst  modern colour television 
centre s tar ted recent ly on the  
western outskir ts  of Beijing. 

Listed as one of the 70 key 
state construction projects  in 
the Sixth F ive-Year  Plan, the 
centre is composed of a I l l -  
metre-high 24-storey bui lding 
for p rogramme broadcast ing 
and a horseshoe-shaped three-  
s torey building for production. 

The centre occupies a total  
area of 104,000 square metres, 
of w h i c h  40,000 square metres 

Model of t h e  colour TV centre. 

June 20, 1983 7 



Zhu Jianhua breaks world high-jump record 

Chinese h igh jumper  Zhu  
J i a n h u a  set a new world high-  
j u m p  record on June  11 b y c l e a r -  
ing 2.37 metres,  one cen t imet re  
higher  than  the listed world 
record set by Gerd Wessig of the 
G e r m a n  Democrat ic  Republic  in 
1980. 

Zhu  set the world record at 
the p re l imina ry  athlet ic  compe- 
t i t ion of the Fifth Nat ional  
Games held at the Bei j ing Work-  
ers Stadi,um. S ta r t ing  with 2.08 
metres,  Zhu  cleared successive- 
ly 2.20 and  2.26 metres.  He fail- 
ed in  an a t tempt  to clear 2.34 
metres  when  his heel touched 
the bar. He gave up the  height  

and tried directly at 2.37 metres. 
He succeeded. 

The head referee then checked 
the compet i t ion ground,  equip-  
ment ,  the height of the bar  and 
Zhu's spiked shoes, and  found 
that  they all met  the s t ipula t ions  
of the In t e rna t iona l  Track and 
Field Federa t ion .  

Zhu, 20, is a Shangha i  athlete. 
He cleared 2.33 metres  to top 
the Asian record at the Ninth  
Asian Games last year:  

After  the competi t ion.  Zhu  
said that  he would move on to 
new challenges and  his nex t  
target  is 2.40 metres.  

will be for broadcas t ing  and 
44,000 square  metres  for pro- 
duction. The rest will be used 
for aux i l i a ry  and l iv ing facili- 
ties. The ma in  bu i ld ing  is 

schedu'led to be comPleted in 

1986. 

The  product ion  bu i ld ing  will 

house 12 studios for the s imul-  

taneous  p roduc t ion  of 12 televi-  
sion plays  o1" other pro- 
grammes.  

The top floor of the 24-storey 
~br~adcasting bu i ld ing  will be 
one for developing  microwave 
technology. All programmes 
will be t ' ransmit ted  to all parts  
of China  t h r ough  the general  
control room on this floor. 

The completed centre will 
broadcast  on four channels ,  
double  the cur ren t  r/umber. 
and will use computers  to con- 
trol broadcasts.  The mul t i -  
channe l  s ta t ion  will broadcast  
33 hours  each day, 21 hours  
more  than  at the present.  The  
centre  will increase  the n u m b e r  
of hours spent  to produce pro-  
g rammes  f rom the present 20 
to 170 a week. 

At present ,  a total of 17 mi l -  
l ion televis ion sets are owned 
by organizat ions,  schools and  
ind iv idua l  households th rough-  
out the count ry .  

Zhao Ziyang greets 

OAU summit 

Premier  Zhao Ziyang. on 
behalf  of the Chinese Govern-  
men t  and people, on June  8 
w a r m l y  greeted the convocation 
of the 19th conference of heads 

of state and gove rnmen t  of the 
Organiza t ion  of African Unity.  

Zhao said in the message. 
"Since its founding,  the OAU 
has act ively promoted the 
deve lopment  of the movement s  
for na t iona l  independence  in 
Africa, persisted in opposing 
foreign in te r fe rence  in Afr ican 
affairs,  f i rmly worked for the 
m a i n t e n a n c e  of independence  
and sovere ignty  of the Afr ican 
countries,  great ly  enhanced eco- 
nomic  co-operat ion among  

Beijing Review, No. 25 



CHINA EVENTS AND TRENDS 

African countries and made 
major contributions to African 
solidarity and development. The 
OAU has played a very im- 
portant par t  in international 
affairs and thus won acclaim 
from the people of Africa aad 
the world as  a whole. 

"The African countries and 
people are striving for the 
development of their national 
economies and improvement of 
people's living standards,' as 
well as for their national con- 
struction and the complete 
liberation of  the African con- 
tinent. We believe that by 
further strengthening their 
solidarity and co-operation, they 
will succeed in fulfilling these 
glorious but arduous tasks. 

"I sincerely hope that the 
current summit  conference will 
make a new contribution and 
score fresh progress towards 
achieving t h e  lofty purposes of 
the lil~eration, solidarity and 
development of the African 
continent as defined in the 
• Charter of the Organization of 
African Unity. The Chinese 
Government and people will, as 
always, firmly stand by the 
African countries and people 

and support their just cause." 

China participates 

in ILO activities 

China is participating in the 
activities of the International 
Labour Organization (ILO) 
after sending a delegation to 
the 69th ILO session in Geneva. 

At the June 6 ILO meeting, 
Zhao Shouyi, Minister of Labour 
and Personnel, explained China's 

current labour policy. He said 
that China has changed the 
practice of a s s ign ing  jobs in 
cities and towns by the state. 
Instead, it has adopted "a 
policy of combining labour de- 
partments assigning jobs with 
job--seekers organizing them- 
selves into collective units and 
finding their own jobs. All 
these are under the guidance 
o f  overali national planning," 
he said. 

Referring to the numerous ILO 

conventions adopted over the 
years, he said that China will 

examine and decide on them. 

Zhao expressed the hope that 

the ILo  would play a more 
active role in promoting North- 

South dialogue and South- 

South co-operation. 

Although China was co-found- 

er of the ILO in 1919 and its 

legitimate seat in the organiza- 

tion was restored in 1971, it did 

not participate in I L O  activities 

till the current session. 

Pretoria's new 

crimes condemned 

The Chinese people expressed 
great indignation and strongly 
condemned the South African 
racist regime for its crime in 
cold-bloodedly killing three free- 
dom fighters of the African Na- 
tional Congress (ANC) of South 
Africa on June 9 in open de- 
fiance of. the strong protest by 
the international community 
and world opinion. The victims 
were Thelle Mogoerane, Jer ry  
Mosololi and Marcus Motaung. 

A statement by the spokesman 

of the Ministry of Foreign Af- 

fairs of China on June 10 said: 

"The South African authorities 
have obstinately pursued a bar- 

barous racist policy, depriving 

the large number of black and 

other coloured people in South 

Africa of their fundamental  

rights and subjecting them to 

brutal oppression and persecu- 

tion. 

"It  is perfectly just for the 

South African people to wage 

struggle in various forms to 

achieve basic human rights and 

racial equality. Their struggle 

has won sympathy and support 

from all justiCe-upholding coun- 

tries and peoples the world over. 

In trying to stamp out by 
bloody repression the struggle of 

the South African people against 

racism and for freedom and 

equality, the South African au- 

thorities can only arouse • even 

stronger resistance." 

The statement reiterated : 
"The Chinese Government and 

people will, as always, firmly 

support the South African peo- 

ple in their just struggle till they 
win final victory." 

Messages expressing indigna- 

tion and condemnation of tl~e 

South African regime were sent 

by the Association for Interna- 

tional Understanding of China 

to• the African National Con- 

gress, by the All-China Federa- 

tion of Trade  Unions to the 

South African Congress of Trade 

Union (SACTU), and by other  

Chinese organizations to their 

ANC counterparts. 
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OAU Summit 

A conference of unity 

T H E  19th S u m m i t  of the  
Organ iza t ion  of  Af r i c an  

Uni ty  (OAU) came  to a suc-  
cessful  close on June  12 in 
A d d i s  Ababa ,  Eth iopia ,  a f t e r  
a d o p t i n g  a n u m b e r  of reso lu -  
t ions.  

The  s u m m i t  was the  l a rges t  
g a t h e r i n g  of A f r i c a n  l eade r s  
s ince  the  b i r th  of  the  OAU in 
May  1963. Of the  50 OAU m e m -  
ber  s ta tes ,  49 were  r e p r e s e n t e d  
at  the  session, which  inc luded  
29 heads  of  s ta te ,  one v ice -p res -  
i d e n t  and  two p r i m e  minis te rs .  
The  confe rence  is w ide ly  ha i l ed  
as a v i c to ry  for  Afr ica .  

The  road  l ead ing  up  to the  
19th OAU S u m m i t  was rough  
and  bumpy .  T h e  meet ing ,  
o r i g i n a l l y  schedu led  for  A u g u s t  
last  y e a r  in Tr ipol i ,  was  pos t -  
poned  because  of a s h a r p  d i s -  
pu te  ove r  the  m e m b e r s h i p  of the  
S a h a r a n  A r a b  Democra t i c  Re- 
pub l i c  (SADR).  The  second d a t e  
of N o v e m b e r  1982 col lapsed  
because  of  d i spu tes  ove r  Chad ' s  
r ep re sen ta t i on .  Since  then,  t he  
A f r i c a n  coun t r i e s  have  w o r k e d  
h a r d  to convene  the  19th OAU 
Summi t .  A f t e r  r e p e a t e d  con - '  
su l t a t ions  a m o n g  the  A f r i c a n  
heads  of s t a t e  and  gove rnmen t ,  
l eade r s  f rom all  OAU m e m b e r  
s ta tes  excep t  L ibya  a t t e n d e d  the  
s um mi t .  

Some  recen t  i l l - i n t en t i oned  
forecasts  had  sugges ted  tha t  
J u n e  8 wou ld  be OAU's  "dooms-  
d a y . "  Othe r  o b s e r v e r s  had  fea r -  
ed t ha t  i n t e rna l  d i spu te s  w o u l d  
lead  to  the  end of un i ty  a m o n g  
the  A f r i c a n  count r ies .  C o n t r a r y  
to  the  pess imism of such  con- 
jec tures ,  the  success  of the  twice -  

d e l a y e d  s u m m i t  tes t i f ies  f irst ,  
t h a t  these  i n d e p e n d e n t  A f r i c a n  
count r ies  wi th  s im i l a r  h i s to r ica l  
suf fe r ings  and  c u r r e n t  c o m m o n  
ta sks  seek  un i ty ,  no t  d iv is ion .  
Gone  a re  the  days  w h e n  t hey  
we re  d i sun i t ed  and  d o w n  on 
the i r  knees  u n d e r  co lonia l i s t  
rule .  Second,  the  s u m m i t  d e m -  
o n s t r a t e d  t ha t  t h e  A f r i c a n  
count r ies  can i ron  out  t he i r  dis-  
putes,  s t r e n g t h e n  the i r  un i ty  
a n d  co -opera t ion  themse lves  
t h r o u g h  m u t u a l  cons idera t ion ,  
pa t i en t  consu l ta t ion ,  and  by  
seek ing  c o m m o n  g r o u n d  in sp i te  
of  t he i r  m i n o r  d i f ferences .  

The OAU, a s y m b o l  of A f r i c a n  
so l i da r i t y  and  co -ope ra t ion ,  has  
s ince  its i ncep t ion  m a d e  re -  
m a r k a b l e  a ch i e ve me n t s  in mo-  
bi l izing,  o rgan iz ing  a.nd back ing  
i ts  m e m b e r  s ta tes  aga ins t  Sou th  
Af r i c an  rac ism,  in s u p p o r t i n g  
the S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a n  peoples '  
s t rugg le  for  na t i ona l  l ibe ra t ion ,  
in f igh t ing  aga in s t  co lon ia l i sm 
and  neocolonia l i sm,  in e n h a n c -  
ing Af r i c an  s o l i d a r i t y  and  co-  
opera t ion ,  p r e se rv ing  n a t i o n a l  
i ndependence  and  s o v e r e i g n t y  
and  in p r o m o t i n g  the col lect ive  
d e v e l o p m e n t  of  Af r i ca ' s  eco-  
nomy.  

But  the  t ask  facir~g the  
Af r i can  coun t r i e s  and  the  OAU 
is s t i l l  tough.  The  con t inen t  has  
not  been c o m p l e t e l y  l i be r a t ed  
and  the N a m i b i a n  a n d  Sou th  
Af r i c an  peoples  a r e  s t i l l  u n d e r  
the  ru le  of the  rac i s t  South  
Af r i can  regime.  And,  on the  
o the r  hand,  t h e  cap i t a l i s t  coun-  
t r ies  have  t r i ed  to sh i f t  t he i r  
economic  crisis  on to the  A f r i -  
can count r ies ,  thus  c rea t ing  

m a n y  d i f f i cu l t i e s  for thei r  na -  
t ional  economies .  

The  A f r i c a n  count r ies  have  
e v e r y  r e a s o n  to m a k e  genu ine  
e f for t s  to s t r e n g t h e n  the i r  un i ty  
and co -ope ra t i on ,  to solve t h e i r  
d i f fe rences  a n d  deal  wi th  the i r  
c o m m o n  e n e m i e s  - -  impe r i a l -  
ism, co lon ia l i sm,  hegemonism 
and  rac ism.  

The  success fu l  convening of 
the  19th O A U  S u m m i t  Con-  
ference  has  s h o w n  tha t  the OAU 
is one of t he  most  dyna mic  r e -  
g ional  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  of i n t e rna -  
t ional  r epu te ,  and  tha t  it  wi l l  
m a k e  new cont r ibu t ions  in  
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  Af r i can  unity.  

- -  Zhong Tai 

Pakistan-India 

A successful 
meeting 

T HE f i rs t  f o u r - d a y  meet i r tg  
of  the  I n d o - P a k  Jo in t  Com-  

miss ion  e n d e d  in I s l amabad  on 
June  4 wi th  posi t ive  results.  

P a k i s t a n  Fore ign  Min is te r  
S a h a b z a d a  Yaqub  Khan  and  
Ind i an  E x t e r n a l  Affa i r s  Min is te r  
P.V. N a r a s i m h a  Rao s igned a 
r e p o r t  on beha l f  of the i r  respec-  
t ive  gove rnmen t s ,  l is t ing de ta i l -  
ed r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  put  for -  
w a r d  by four  subcommiss ions  
for  co -ope ra t i on  in the  economy,  
science and  technology,  cul ture .  
spor ts ,  t r ave l  and  o ther  f ie lds .  
The  two  sides  agreed  to reduce  
posta l  ra tes ,  improve  te lecom- 
mun ica t ions  and  l ibera l ize  t r ave l  
faci l i t ies .  

Re fe r r i ng  to Pak i s t an ' s  p ro-  
posa l  for a n o - w a r  pact  and  In-  
d ia ' s  p roposa l  for a t r e a t y  of 
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peace and friendship,  the report  
said that  the two ministers  had 
re i tera ted  the commitments  of 
their  gove rnmen t s  to hold fur-  
ther  discussions on these 
Subjects. 

This is an  improvement  and a 
deve lopment  of their  bi lateral  
relat ions fol lowing the meeting 
of the leaders  of the two coun- 
tr ies in New Delhi last Novem- 
ber. 

India and Pakis tan  are both 
influential  s tates  in South Asia. 
Improved relations between 
them not  only conform with the 

common interests  of the two 
peoples but  also are conducive 
to s tabi l i ty  in the region. 

The two countries have some 
differences, but these can be 
resolved through common ef- 
forts if the two sides sincerely 
desire to improve relations. 

Better  relat ions between India 
and Pakis tan  will contr ibute to 
the interests  of the two peoples 
and to the maintenance of peace 
in Asia and the world as a 
whole. 

- -  R e n  Y a n  

Israel 

Ant i -war  sentiment on the rise 

O N June 4, two large demon- 
strat ions marked  Israel 's  

invasion of Lebanon exact ly one 
year  ear l ie r .  Thousands of 
Palest inians on the Israel i-  
occupied West Banl~ of the Jo r -  
dan River held ant i - Is rae l  dem- 
onstrations.  , Simultaneously,  
100,000 Israelis  staged a demon-  
strat ion in Tel Aviv to demand  
the wi thdrawal  of Israeli  forces 
from Lebanon and an end to the 

colonial ru le  over the West 

• Bank and the Gaza Strip.  

These demonst ra t ions  showed 
the determinat ion  of both Pal-  
estinian and Israel i  peoples for 
peace and against  aggression 
and the unpopu la r i t y  of the  
Begin authori t ies.  

In addi t ion to the t remendous  
devasta t ion .and casualt ies  
among the Lebanese and Pales-  
t inian peoples, the Israel i  ag- 
gression against  Lebanon last  
June brought  great  suffer ing to 
the Israeli  people. 

According to the  Begin ad- 
minis t ra t ion 's  di luted figures, 
in the past  year  489 Israel i  sol- 
diers were  k i l led  and 2,755 

wounded on the Lebanese bat-  
tlefield. By the end of 1982, 

US$1.6 bill ion had  been spent 
to keep more than 30,000 Israeli  
occupation troops in Lebanon. 

These costs have not pre-  

vented the ]~egin regime from 

pushing ahead with  ills aggres- 

sion against  Lebanon. Disre- 
garding the increasing numbers  

of Israeli  orphans and widows, 

the Begin regime is draf t ing 

m o r e  soldiers and  calling up 
members  of the reserve forces 

for three  months of service in 

Lebanon every year.  

Economically, in order to 

bolster its huge mil i tary ,  ex- 

penditures,  the Begin adminis-  

trat ion has l 'ncreased taxes. It 

is levying a special tax on for-  
eign tourism, n6gotiable securi-  

ties and commerce, and has im- 
posed a tax on wit  h¢trawals 

from pr ivate  bank accounts. 

Israe l i s  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  in Tel Av iv .  
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These measures have brought  
about soaring prices and moun- 
ting inflation, thus adding to the 
burden of the Israeli  people, 
who are condemning the ag- 
gressive war  and are jus t ly  
b laming the government  for the 
resul t ing disasters. 

By recklessly t rampl ing on 
Lebanon's  independence and 
sovereignty and bru ta l ly  slaugh- 
ter ing the Palest inian and other 

Arab  peoples, the Israeli regime 
will br ing destruction on them- 
selves and more calamities to 
the Israel i  people. 

Aware  of this problem, a 
great  number  of Jewish civil- 
ians have lef t  Israel. In the 
decade from 1969 to 1979, some 
510,000 Israelis emigrated,  an 
average annual  loss of 12,000 
people compared to the number  
immigra t ing  to Israel. In 1982 
alone, 16,000 more emigrated 
than immigrated.  An increas- 
ing number  of Israelis have 
come to realize that  if they stay 
in Israel, they and their  descend- 
ants will  not be able to escape 
the evil consequences of Israeli 
expansionism. 

- -  Zhao Zhong 

Britain 

Thatcher sweeps the polls 

T HE rul ing Conservat ive 
Par ty ,  headed by Mrs. Mar-  

gare t  Thatcher,  won a landsl ide 
vic tory in the June 9 British 
general  election. It won 397 of 
the 650 seats in the House of 
Commons by polling 42 per cent 
of the votes. 

The Conservatives '  huge over-  
all ma jo r i ty  of 144 seats is the 
biggest  margin  a rul ing par ty  
has had over its opposit ion since 
1931. 

No Surprise 
The Conservat ive victory came 

as no surprise.  Opinion polls in 
the weeks preceding the election 
had consistently put  the Conser- 
vat ives in the lead. Pr ime  Min- 
is ter  Mrs. Thatcher,  before f ixing 
June  9 as the date of the elec- 
tion, had obviously weighed the 
advantages  of holding an ear ly 
election. Chief among these was 
the state of the Brit ish economy. 

Af ter  four years  of Conserva- 
t ive rule the British economy 

ear ly  this year  took a turn for 
the bet ter  in certain areas. Bri t-  
ain 's  inflat ion rate  has dropped 
to its lowest point in 15 years;  
government  borrowing has been 
brought  under  c o n t r o l ;  Bri tain 
has enjoyed successive years of a 
favourable  balance in in terna-  
t ional  payments ;  industr ial  prof-  

its are beginning to grow, and 

British goods are showing great -  

er  competitiveness. Fur the r -  
more, the position of the pound 
s ter l ing has improved on the in- 
ternat ional  money markets.  

Af ter  more than three years  

of economic crisis, these signs of 
a tu rnround in the economy are 
welcomed by both Bri t ish bus- 
inessmen and ord inary  voters,  
all  of whom want  Br i ta in ' s  
current  economic policies to 
continue so as to avoid new 
economic turmoil.  

The Labour  Party,  badly  di- 
vided by in terna l  policy disputes 
on many  major  issues, was in 

such d i sa r ray  that  it failed to 
present  a serious challenge to 
the Conservatives.  Labour's lack 
of cohesion on economic and de- 
fence policies cer ta inly did not 
help it gain votes. The rise of 
the Libera l -SDP alliance was 
another  headache to the Labour 
Party,  for i t  helped erode 
Labours '  base of support and 
spli t  w h a t  would have been an 
ant i -Conservat ive  major i ty  in 
many  constituencies. 

Economic Problems Ahead 

Although the Tory victory as- 
sures the cont inui ty  of Britain's  
economic policies, it does not 
mean that  Br i ta in  will be able 
to achieve a smooth economic 
recovery wi thout  inflation. The 
Conservat ive Par ty ' s  economic 
auster i ty  policy has met a meas- 
ure of success in lowering infla-  
tion but it has resulted in slow 
and weak economic growth and 
a sharp {ncrease in the number  
of unemployed.  

With the consolidation of 
the Conservative hardliners '  
position, Mrs. Thatcher is 
expected to continue her t ight 
money policy, reducing social 
welfare spending and keeping 
inf la t ion under  "control. But 
unemployment  will  stay high 
not only because the government  
-will not address the problem 
direct ly but because the ex-  
istence of a large labour surplus 
will  cr ipple the power of t rade 
unions, depress wages and curb 
workers '  strikes.  

The foreign policy of That-  
cher's new government  is the 
focus of a t tent ion both at home 
and abroad. The United States,. 
West Germany  and Japan open- 
ly welcome Thatcher 's  victory 
which they hope will s trengthen 
the position of the Western al-  
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liance and NATO vis-a-vis the 
Soviet Union. 

Following the March general 
election in West Germany, the 
British Conservative victory is 
clearly beneficial to the growth 
of the European Community and 
the Western alliance because the 
Conservatives'  foreign policy 
stresses close co-operation with 

Contadora Group 

Positive role in 

D UE to the efforts of the 
Contadora Group (Mexico, 

Venezuela, Colombia and Pana- 
ma), nine I~at]n American for- 
eign ministers held a second 
meeting in Panama City at the 
end of May to discuss the prob- 
lems in Central America. One 
result of this meeting was a 
decision to set up a technical 
committee that will collect 
specific recommendations for 
improving relations within the 
region. The nine" ministers also 
agreed to meet again in the 
future. 

History of Contadora 

Since the latter half of 1982 
Nicaragua's relations with 
Honduras and Costa Rica have 
become tense, and border 
conflicts and frictions have 
constantly taken place, thus 
adding to the worries of Latin 
American countr ies .  And ofit- 
side interference has aroused 
dissatisfaction from these coun- 
tries. 

In September 1982, the presi- 
dents of Venezuela an~l Mexico 
jointly wrote  to the leaders of 
Nicaragua and Honduras, ask- 
ing them to make common ef- 
forts to defuse the tension in 
Latin America. Colombia and 
Panama also quickly responded 

t h e  other West European nations 
and the United' States. Further-  
more, the planned deployment of 
.new US missile systems in 
Europe and the inevitable sharp- 
ening of US-Soviet contention 
on the continent, make the re- 
sults of the British election high- 
ly significant for East-West re- 
lations. 

- -  Duan Ping 

regional disputes 

to this initiative. Through 
many consultations these coun- 
tries unanimously stressed that 
Latin American countries 
should unite, get rid of outside 
intervention and make efforts 
to seek peaceful solutions 'to the 
problems in Central America. 

In January  this year, the 
foreign ministers of Mexico, 
Venezuela, Colombia and Pana- 
ma held a meeting at Conta- 
dora Island, Panama, issuing a 
communique. In February the 
four foreign min'Tsters again 
held a meeting in Colombia. 
Afterwards these four coun- 
tries, which have since become 
known as the Contadora Group, 
began to conduct collective 
diplomatic and mediative activi- 
ties. 

Between February and March 
the situation in Central America 
became once again tense. Co- 
lombian President Belisario Be- 
tancur paid an .urgent visit to 
Venezuela, Mexico and Panama 
in April. Following this, the for- 
eign. ministers of the Contadora 
Group together visited capitals 
of five Central /(merican coun- 
triesl hearing the opinions of 
the conflicting parties. As  a 
result of these efforts, the for- 
eign ministers of five Central 
American governments went to 
Panama and joined the first 

meeting with the Contadora 
Group on April 20-21. 

In May, Costa Rica issued a 
request that  the Contadora 
Group send a peace-keeping 
force to the Costa Rican and 
Nicaraguan border area, but the 
request was opposed by the Ni- 
caraguan Government. 

After full consultations, the 
Contadora Group decided to 
send an observers' commission, 
consisting of representatives of 
the four countries, thus con- 
tinuing to seek a political set- 
tlement of the crisis: Meanwhile 
the deputy foreign ministers of 
these four countries visited the 
five Central. American coun- 
tries and made preparations for 
the nine foreign ministers' 
meeting to open as scheduled. 

The diplomatic mediations of 
the Contaaora Group have been 
supported and praised by the 
international community. The 
UN Security Council on May 19 
adopted a resolution confirming 
the Contadora Group's efforts. 

"Spirit of Contadora" 
The dipI-Smatic mediations of 

the Contadora "Group have at- 
tracted much attention, because 
the group upholds the correct 
stand of Central Americans 
solving their own problems and 
opposes superpower interven- 
tion in the region. The "spirit 
of Contadora" represents the 
right of the people of all coun- 
tries to exercise self-determina- 
tion and their right to choose 
their own way of living. In 
practical activities the Conta- 
dora Group has refused to push 
aside and isolate any side and 
has not forced its views on 
othei's, but has seriously heard 
opinions from the conflicting 
parties. Public opinion in Latin 
America has praised the "spirit 
of Contadora." This is an event 
of. major  importance in Latin 
American diplomatic history. 

- -  Zhu Manting 
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Main Points of Premier Zhao's 
Government Work Report 

will  en joy  a long per iod  of  o r d e r  and  s tab i l i ty .  
"No force on e a r t h  can hold  b a c k  or  u n d e r m i n e  
this  h i s to r i ca l  t r end , "  he s t r e s sed .  

Economic Achievements 

The 25,000-word government work re- 
port delivered by Premier Zhao Ziyang to the 
Sixth National People's Congress consists of 
two parts: review of the government's work in 
the past five years (1978-82) and the main tasks 
set for the next  five years (1983-87). The follow- 
ing are the main contents of the report. The 
full text of the report will be published a]ter 
it is approved by the c o n g r e s s . -  Ed. 

Political Stability and Unity 

A N A L Y S I N G  the s i tua t ion ,  P r e m i e r  Z h a o  
Z iyang  po in t ed  ou t  t h a t  China  has  

ach ieved  and enhanced  pol i t i ca l  s t a b i l i t y  and  
u n i t y  t h r o u g h o u t  the  count ry ,  s t r e n g t h e n e d  so-  
c ia l is t  d e m o c r a c y  and  i m p r o v e d  the  legal  
sys tem.  

Dur ing  the  pas t  f ive  years ,  Ch ina ' s  pol i t ica l  
l i fe has s t e a d i l y  r e t u r n e d  to n o r m a l ;  the  r e l a -  
t ions  among  all  na t iona l i t i e s ,  based  on equa l i ty ,  
so l ida r i ty ,  m u t u a l  ass i s tance  and f r a t e r n i t y ,  have  
been  r e in fo rced ;  the  pa t r io t i c  un i t ed  f ront  has  
been  b r o a d e n e d  and soc ie ty  as a who le  has  en-  
j oyed  inc reas ing  s t ab i l i t y  w i t h  each  pass ing  year .  

A l t h o u g h  some des t ab i l i z ing  fac tors  st i l l  
ex is t  in our  socie ty  tha t  r equ i r e  con t inued  e f for t s  
to e l imina te ,  people  have  e v e r y  r ea son  to be l i eve  
tha t  the  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  of  s t a b i l i t y  and  un i ty  
is i r r e v e r s i b l e  and  t ha t  our  g r e a t  m o t h e r l a n d  

China ' s  e c onomy  has  f r e e d  i tself  f rom the  
i n s t ab i l i t y  caused  by  ser ious  d i s p r o p o r t i o n s  in i ts 
m a j o r  b r anches  and  has  g r a d u a l l y  moved  on to  
a p a t h  of sound  g rowth ,  P r e m i e r  Zhao  Z iyang  
said.  

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of  the  p r inc ip l e  of r ead jus t -  
ing, r e s t ruc tu r ing ,  conso l ida t ing  and  improv ing  
the  na t i ona l  economy over  t he  pas t  few y e a r s  
has  led to a r ad ica l  change  in  the  l ong - s t and ing  
s ta te  of  a h igh  r a t e  of a c c u m u l a t i o n  and ser ious  
b a c k w a r d n e s s  of a g r i c u l t u r e  and l ight  indus t ry .  

In  the  pe r iod  of r e a d j u s t m e n t ,  both  an o v e r -  
a l l  s t ab i l i t y  and  a fa i r ly  h igh  ra te  of economic  
g r o w t h  have  been  m a i n t a i n e d .  The  to ta l  va lue  
of i n d u s t r i a l  and  a g r i c u l t u r a l  ou tpu t  in 1982 was  
32.6 pe r  cent  h ighe r  t h a n  in 1978, o r  an ave rage  
a n n u a l  inc rease  of  7.3 pe r  cent .  

Ch ina ' s  a g r i c u l t u r e  has  ex t r i ca t ed  i tself  
f rom p r o t r a c t e d  s t a g n a t i o n  and  achieved a 
su s t a ined  overa l l  upsurge .  W h a t  is of pa r t i c u l a r  
i m p o r t a n c e  is t ha t  Chinese  peasan t s  have  c rea ted  
a m u l t i f o r m  s y s t e m  of  con t r ac t ed  respons ib i l i t i es  
based  on the  househo ld  w i th  r e m u n e r a t i o n  l i nk -  
ed  to ou tpu t ,  a sys tem which  has  p rov ided  a 
p o w e r f u l  s t i m u l u s  to p roduc t ion .  Al t~ough  ex -  
t ens ive  a reas  of China ' s  f a r m l a n d  were  hi t  by  
n a t u r a l  ca l ami t i e s  in the  pas t  few years ,  t h e  
to ta l  va lue  of  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o u t p u t  rose by an  
a n n u a l  a ve r a ge  of 7.5 pe t  cent.  

Light  i n d u s t r y  has  e x p a n d e d  more  qu ick ly  
t han  h e a v y  i ndus t ry ,  as a resu l t  of  a t t ach ing  im-  
po r t ance  to the  p roduc t ion  of consumer  goods.  
Be tween  1978 and 1982, the  o u t p u t  va lue  of l ight  
i n d u s t r y  r e g i s t e r e d  an ave rage  annua l  increase  
of  11.8 per  cent,  as aga ins t  3.4 per  cent  for h e a v y  
indus t ry .  At  the  same  t ime,  the  d o w n w a r d  t r e n d  
in h e a v y  i n d u s t r i a l  p roduc t ion  has  been reve r sed  

14 Beijing Review, Nb. 25 



in the course of readjus tment  while industr ial  
product ion as a whole has increased steadily. 

Urban and rura l  markets  are  thr iv ing as 
seldom seen before in the history of the People's 
Republic. Total  volume of retai l  sales in 1982 
was 64.8 per  cent higher  than in 1978. The 
chronic shor tage  in the supply of nonstaple 
foodstuffs has been eased considerably and 
most of the once rat ioned commodities are now 
avai lable  wi thout  restriction. 

There has been a big expansion of economic 
and technical  exchanges with foreign countries. 
The total  volume of China's import  and export  
t rade  reached 77.2 billion yuan in 1982, a 120 
per cent increase in four Years. Since 1979, 
China has impor ted  440 items of technology and 
equipment  under  unified state plans, and this 
has helped s t imula te  production. 

In the past  few years, the state has init iated 
a series of reforms to divers i fy  the economy in 
towns and cities, expand the decis ion-making 
power of indust r ia l  and commercial  enterprises,  
improve the circulation of goods between town 
and country and extend the role of key cities. 
With the predominance of the state economy en- 
sured, the number  of workers  and s taff  e m p l o y -  
ed in collective units  in towns and cities increas- 
ed by 6.03 mill ion in the past four years while 
the number  of self-employed workers  in towns 
and cities jumped to 1.47 million. A management  
responsibi l i ty system of various forms has now 
been introduced in most s ta te  industr ial  and 
commercial  enterprises. 

Improving Living Standards 

Premier  Zhao Ziyang pointed out that  the 
living s tandards  of the Chinese people in town 
and country have improved signif icant ly in re -  
cent years on the basis of expanded production. 

The net income of Chinese peasants averag- 
ed 270 yuan per capita in 1982, double that  in 
1978. In the past five years, tens of millions of 
peasant households have moved into the 2.2 bil- 
lion square metres of new housing built in the 
rural  areas. 

In towns and cities, more than 38 million 
people were given jobs in the past  five years. 
The annual  per-capi ta  income of urban workers  
and staff  that can be used as living expenses 
averaged 500 yuan in 1982, 38.3 per cent over 
1978, af ter  allowing for price rises. In the five 
years, the state . invested 48 billion yuan in 

building 350 million square metres  of new 
housing for urban workers  and staff,  close to all 
housing built  in the 19 years  before 1977. 

Remarkable  progress has also been made in 
social s ecu r i ty  and welfare  services. Bank 
savings in town and country amounted  to 67.5 
billion yuan at the end of 1982, 3.2 times the 
1978 figure. 

Economic Construction in Next 
Five Years 

On economic construction in the next five 
years, Premier  Zhao Ziyang pointed out that  
the next fi~ce years  are of key importance in 
laying the foundation for a t ta ining the s trate-  
gic goal of quadrupl ing the gross annual  output  
value of indust ry  and agr icul ture  by the end of 
the century.  

D u r i n g t h i s  period, it is impera t ive  to do a 
good job of readjus t ing the nat ional  economy, 
speed up reforms, concentrate  on key construc- 
tion projects and technical t ransformation,  en- 
sure the s table growth of the economy and 
create conditions for subsequent  advances. 

To this end, the following three tasks must 
be accomplished: 

First,  a balanced development  of agriculture,  
and light and heavy industr ies must  be ensured. 
He est imated t h a t  the growth  rate  set in the 
Sixth Five-Year  Plan can be surpassed and the 
ra te  for the Seventh Five-Year  Plan period can 
be somewhat  higher. The growth ra te  must of 
course be predicated on s teady improvement  o f  
economic results. 

Second, g rea te r  efforts should be made to 
build key energy and t ranspor t  projects and pro- 
mote the techn, ical t ransformat ion of exist ing en- 
terprises. The success or failure of the key con- 
struction projects has a vi tal  bearing on the 
future  of China's modernization. 

E i g h t  hundred  and ninety large and 
medium-sized projects  are to be continued or 
s ta r ted  during the Sixth Five-Year  Plan. Of 
these, 93 major  ones, each calling for an invest-  
ment  of 500 mill ion yuan or more, are a l ready 
under  construction. They cover chiefly the  
energy, t ransport ,  metal lurgical ,  chemical, bui ld-  
ing materials ,  electronics and machine-bui lding 
industries.  More major  projects  will be under-  
taken in the Seventh Five-Year  Plan period. 
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Third ,  con t inued  e f for t s  wi l l  be  m a d e  to im-  
p rove  the  people ' s  l iv ing  s t a n d a r d s  in bo th  t own  
and  c o u n t r y  and  s t r i c t l y  cont ro l  popu la t i on  
g rowth .  

To fulf i l  the  above  th ree  tasks,  Zhao  Z i y a n g  
em phas i zed  the  need  to  s t r ive  for  b e t t e r  
economic  resul ts ,  open  up  new sources  of r ev -  
enue,  and  ensu re  funds  for  the  key  cons t ruc-  
t ion projec ts .  

Emphasis on Education, 
Science and Technology 

P r e m i e r  Zhao  Z i y a n g  s t ressed the  deve lop -  
m e n t  of  in te l l ec tua l  resources  and cu l tu re  wi th  
e m p h a s i s  on the  p r o m o t i o n  of educa t ion ,  sc ience  
and  technology.  This,  he said,  is a p r e r equ i s i t e  
for  i n v i g o r a t i n g  Ch ina ' s  economy.  

The  e n h a n c e m e n t  of  the  people ' s  sc ien t i f i c  
and  cu l tu ra l  level  as w e l l '  as the i r  pol iUcal  
awar¢ness  and  mora l  s t a n d a r d s  wi l l  l end  a t r e -  
m e n d o u s  i m p e t u s  to economic  and social  deve lop-  
ment .  

The  ma in  t a sks  for  the  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  edu -  
ca t ion  in the  nex t  f ive  y e a r s  inc lude :  G iv ing  
p r o m i n e n c e  to h ighe r  educa t ion ;  s t r i v ing  to fu l -  
fil  the  p l a n n e d  t a rge t s  for a 75 per  cent  r ise  in  
e n r o l m e n t  of  r e g u l a r  col leges  and un ive r s i t i e s  
and  a 3.8-fold inc rease  in adu l t  h ighe r  e d u c a -  
t ion;  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  s e c o n d a r y  educa t ion  and  
m a k i n g  the  s e c o n d a r y  voca t iona l  school  s t u d e n t s  
account  for  ove r  40 pe r  cent  o i  ~ all  sen ior  m id -  
d le  school  e n r o l m e n t ;  deve lop ing  educa t i on  to  
s a t i s fy  .the d e m a n d  of  w o r k e r s  and  p e a s a n t s ;  
and  m a k i n g  p r i m a r y  educa t ion  universa l .  

For More and Better Literary 
Works 

P r e m i e r  Zhao  sa id  ar t  and  l i t e r a t u r e  have  
shown l ive l iness  of  t h o u g h t  and  r ich  c rea t iv i ty .  
More  than  2,400 w o r k s  of  l i t e r a t u r e  and  a r t  won  
pr izes  in na t i ona l  a w a r d  p r o g r a m m e s  or  at  na -  
t iona l  fes t iva l s  in r ecen t  years .  Over  23.9 b i l -  
l ion copies  o f  books  we re  pub l i shed  in the  pas t  

f ive years .  

Zhao  Z i y a n g  sa id  tha t  the  d e p a r t m e n t s  of  
cu l ture ,  the  ar ts ,  the  press ,  pub l i sh ing ,  b r o a d -  
cas t ing  and te lev is ion  should  cons t an t ly  educa t e  
the  people  in p a t r i o t i s m  and  co l lec t iv i sm and  in 
social is t  and  c o m m u n i s t  ideology,  and  s t ep  up  the  

bu i ld ing  of cu l tu ra l  c iv i l i za t ion .  Focus ing  on  
r a i s ing  the  qua l i t y  of  t h e i r  w o r k s  or  products ,  
these  d e p a r t m e n t s  shou ld  r e f l ec t  the  ac t iv i t ies  
of  the  people  in the  g r e a t  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  d r i v e  
in a p r o f o u n d  and  g r a ph i c  w a y  and  do  thei r  bes t  
to c r ea t e  more  and  be t t e r  i n t e l l e c tua l  products  
loved by  the  masses.  

Zhao  Z iyang  po in t ed  ou t :  Whi le  con t inu ing  
to o v e r c o m e  "Lef t "  e r rors ,  i t  is  impe ra t i ve  to  
w a t c h  out  for  the  t e n d e n c y  t o w a r d s  crass com- 
me rc i a l i sm  regard less  of social  consequences  in 
some  works.  This  has  a l r e a d y  a p p e a r e d  and h a d  
a pern ic ious  inf luence.  I t  is neces sa ry  to a d o p t  
e f fec t ive  m e a s u r e s  to  r e c t i f y  th is  tendency.  

Zhao  Z i y a n g  sa id :  The  t e n d e n c y  t ow a rds  
bourgeo is  l i be ra l i sm in ideologica l  a n d  cu l tu ra l  
w o r k  and d i s r e g a r d  for  soc ia l  consequences  a r e  
i nc ompa t ib l e  wi th  the  po l i cy  of  s e rv ing  the peo-  
ple  and  soc ia l i sm and it is i m p e r a t i v e  to c o n -  
t inue  to  cr i t ic ize such t rends .  Al l  ideological ,  
c u l t u r a l  and  a r t  w o r k e r s  shou ld  cu l t iva te  a d e e p  
sense of  r e spons ib i l i t y  to the  people  and live up  
to the i r  expec ta t ions .  

Strengthening National Defence 

P r e m i e r  Zhao  Z i y a n g  sa id  t ha t  China  m u s t  
con t inue  to  mode rn i ze  its n a t i o n a l  defence and  
ra ise  i ts de fence  capab i l i t i e s  to cope wi th  i n t e r -  
na t iona l  deve lopmen t s .  The m i l i t a r y  and pol i t ica l  
qua l i t y  of the  People ' s  L ibe r a t i on  A r m y  (PLA) 
has  i m p r o v e d  m a r k e d l y  in t he  las t  f ive years  as 
a resul t  of  c o m p r e h e n s i v e l y  i m p l e m e n t i n g  the  
p r inc ip le  of  revo lu t ion iz ing ,  modern iz ing  a n d  
r egu la r i z ing  the  a rmy .  

He hoped  the PLA wil l  s tep  up  its m i l i t a r y  
and  pol i t ica l  t r a in ing ,  and  e nha nc e  its c a pa b i l i t y  
for combined  ope ra t i ons  and  for  r a p i d  response  
u n d e r  condi t ions  of m o d e r n  war .  

He sa id  tha t  p rogress  has been  made  in 
sc ient i f ic  r e sea rch  and p roduc t ion  re la ted  to na -  
t iona l  defence  in the  las t  f ive  years .  Fresh  re -  
su l t s  have  been  ach ieved  in deve lop ing  n e w  

tac t ica l  and  s t r a t eg i c  weapons ,  he added.  

I t  is i m p e r a t i v e  to s tep  up  w e a p o n r y  re-  

search ,  tes ts  and  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  and the u p d a t -  
ing of the  a r m y ' s  t echn ica l  equ ipmen t ,  he added.  

It is necessary ,  he noted,  to improve  the  
m i l i t a r y  se rv ice  sy s t em and  bu i ld  a s t rong mi l i -  
t ia.  He cal led for  c a r r y i n g  f o r w a r d  the f ine  
t r a d i t i o n  of s u p p o r t i n g  the  gove rnme n t  and  
che r i sh ing  the  people ,  suppor t i ng  the  a rmy  a n d  
g iv ing  p r e f e r e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t  to fami l ies  of r e v -  
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olutiorrary a-rmy personnel and martyrs, and for 
strengthening the unity between the army and 
the gover.nmen.t and between the army and the 
people. 

T'o Establish State Security 
Ministry 

Premier Zhao Ziyang announced that China 
plans to establish a ministry of state security. 

He said that, to ensure the security of the 
state and strengthen China's counteg-espionage 
work, the State Council has  submitted to the 
present congress for approval a request to 
establish a ministry of state security which will 
provide more effective leadership over such 
work. 

In the next five years, great efforts should 
be made to strengthen the ranks of public se- 
curity, procuratorial and judicial personnel, 
and enhance the political quality and profes- 
sional competence of the armed policemen, the 
Chinese Premier added. 

H e  said that it is necessary to increase the 
ability of these armed policemen to combat 
crime, raise their social status, improve their 
technical equipment and turn them into a well- 
trained force cherished by the people as the 
pillar of public order. 

On Taiwan and Xianggang 
Issues 

Premier Zhao Ziyang said we must con- 
tinue our efforts to end as soon as possible the 
man-made barrier that  separates the people on 
both sides of the Taiwan Straits. 

We shall, at an opportune moment, recover 
Chinese sovereignty .over Xianggang (Hong- 
kong) and take appropriate measures to main- 
tain its prosperity, he added. 

Zhao Ziyang noted that the unification of 
the country and unity of the people of all the 
nationalities provide the fundamental  guaran- 
tee for the growing strength and prosperity of 
the country. All Chinese at home and abroad, 
who wish to see their mott~erland reunified, 
strong and prosperous, have been working by 
various means to promote the peaceful reunifi- 
cation of the motherland. He "expressed appre- 

ciation to all those who have contributed to t h i s  
goal. 

Relations With Foreign Countries 

Premier Zhao Ziyang said that the Chinese 
Government 's  basic policy with foreign coun- 
tries is to oppose hegemonism and defend 
world peace. China will exert its efforts to de- 
velop its relations with other countries on the 
basis of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexis- 
tence and help advance the cause of human 
progress. 

China and the Third World. Premier Zhao 
said that to strengthen solidarity and co-opera- 
tion with other third world countries is China's 
basic stand in foreign affairs. 

He said the third world constitutes a 
powerful force against imperialism, colonialism 
and hegemonism. It is China's sacred duty  to 
support the other third world countries and 
people in their struggle to win and uphold 
their national rights. 

He said many third world countries in 
Asia, Africa and Latin America have entered a 
new historical stage of consolidating their 
political independence through expanding their 
national economies. However, they are still 
faced with grave economic difficulties owing to 
prolonged rule and plunder by foreign powers 
in the past and to the shackles of the present 
unfair and unequal international economic re- 
lationships. The third world countries strongly 
demand that this irrational state of affairs be 
changed and that a new international economic 
order be established. The Chinese Government 
firmly supports this just stand, he said. 

He said that co-operation among third 
world countries is most important  for propel- 
ling South-North negotiations and changing 
the old international economic order. 

China will further  its relations with other 
third world countries, in which China and these 
countries will support each other, supply each 
other's needs and develop economic and techni- 
cal co-operation. 

Sino-Japanese Relations. Premier Zhao Zi- 
yang said that Sino-Japanese relations have 
developed greatly since the Treaty of Peace 
and Fr iendship  Between China and Japan was 
signed in 1978. 
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The Chinese  and  J a p a n e s e  people  a l ike  
s h a r e  the  des i re  to p e r p e t u a t e  this  f r i end ly  re -  
la t ions  f rom gene ra t ion  to genera t ion ,  he said. 

He expres sed  conf idence  tha t  as long as the  
g o v e r n m e n t s  and people  of both  count r ies  jo in  
t he i r  e f fo r t s  to overcome in te r fe rence ,  the re  is 
bound  to be s t eady  g r o w t h  in the  f r i endsh ip  
and  co -opera t ion  be tween  the two  countr ies .  

S i no - US  Relat ions .  P r e m i e r  Zhao Z iyang  said  
the  Chinese  G o v e r n m e n t  and people  set s to re  
by  S ino-US re la t ions ,  but  t hey  wil l  neve r  
t o l e ra t e  any  i n f r i n g e m e n t  on China ' s  Sover-  
e i g n t y  or  any  in t e r fe rence  in i ts  i n t e rna l  affa i rs .  

Zhao  Z iyang  said  since the  e s t ab l i shmen t  
of d i p l o m a t i c  re la t ions  be tween  China  and the  
Uni ted  S ta tes  in 1979, there  has been some 
d e v e l o p m e n t  in the  re la t ions  be tween  the  two  
countr ies ,  but  this  fa l ls  fa r  shor t  of w h a t  could 
have  been achieved.  

The  Uni ted  S ta tes  w o r k e d  out  the  so-ca l led  
T a i w a n  Rela t ions  Act  and  cont inues  to sell a rms  
to T a i w a n  in f l ag ran t  v io la t ion  of the  publ ic  
comnzi tments  it has u n d e r t a k e n  in all  the  S ino-  
US communiques  and  the pr inc ip les  gove rn ing  
the  e s t ab l i shmen t  of S ino-US d ip loma t i c  r e l a -  
t ions,  t ha t  both  pa r t i e s  agreed  to. he po in ted  
out. 

P r e m i e r  Zhao  Z i y a n g  said tha t  the  US 
G o v e r n m e n t  should  s t r i c t ly  observe  the  S ino-  
US c o m m u n i q u e s  and s top do ing  a n y t h i n g  tha t  
h a r m s  S ino-US re la t ions  and hu r t s  the  Chinese  
people ' s  feelings.  This  is t he  on ly  w a y  to en-  
su re  a sound  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  S ino-US re la t ions ,  
he added .  

S ino-Sov ie t  Relat ions.  P r e m i e r  Zhao  Z iyang  
said tha t  to improve  S ino -Sov ie t  re la t ions ,  the  

f irst  s t ep  to be t aken  is for the  Sovie t  side to  
r e m o v e  the rea l  t h rea t  to Ch ina ' s  securi ty.  This  
is a m a j o r  i ssue  tha t  canno t  be evaded.  

He said  the  re la t ions  b e t w e e n  China and  
the Sovie t  Union have  been  s t r a ined  over  a 
long per iod  of t ime,  a n d  th is  is not to the  
a d v a n t a g e  of e i the r  par ty .  The  Chinese and 
Sovie t  peoples  a re  bo th  i n t e r e s t e d  in the n o r -  
ma l i za t i on  of re la t ions  b e t w e e n  the  two coun-  
tries. 

He said tha t  the  Chinese  s ide  put  f o rw a rd  
posi t ive  p roposa l s  for  n o r m a l i z a t i o n  dur ing  t h e  
S ino -Sov ie t  consu l t a t ions  wh ich  s ta r ted  las t  
October .  '"We a re  a w a i t i n g  the  Sovie t  side to 
p rove  i ts  good fa i th  by  deeds ,"  he said. 

S i n o - V i e t n a m e s e  RelationS. China  is ready  to 
cont inue  i ts  e f for t s  to i m p r o v e  i ts  re la t ions  wi th  
Viet  Nam, said P r e m i e r  Zhao  Ziyang.  

He said  tha t  the  once f r i e n d l y  S ino-Vie tna -  
mese  re la t ions  have  d e t e r i o r a t e d  to the  point  of 
se r ious  con f ron t a t i on  in recen t  yea r s  as a r e su l t  
of the  invas ion  a n d  occupa t ion  of K a m p u c h e a  
by the  V ie tna me se  au tho r i t i e s  who have  
p u r s u e d  reg iona l  h e g e m o n y  in Indochina  and  
Sou theas t  Asia ,  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  aga ins t  the Chi-  
nese  r e s iden t s  and  opposed China.  

Last  March ,  he noted,  the  Chinese  Fo re ign  
M i n i s t r y . i s s u e d  a s t a t e m e n t  e x p o u n d i n g  Ch ina ' s  
pos i t ion  a n d  p roposa l s  for  se t t l ing  the  K a m p u -  
chean ques t ion  and i m p r o v i n g  S ino -Vie tna -  
mese  re la t ions ,  w h i c h  has  won  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
publ ic  suppor t .  

The Chinese  P r e m i e r  exp res sed  the hope  
tha t  the  V ie tna me se  G o v e r n m e n t  wil l  set s t o re  
by the  f u n d a m e n t a l  in te res t s  of  the  V ie tnamese  
and Chinese  peoples  and  give ser ious  cons ide ra -  
t ion to the  Chinese  proposals .  [] 

Citizens of Foreign Descent Become National 
Committee Members of CPPCC 
E LEVEN n a t u r a l i z e d  Chinese  ci t izens of fo r -  

e ign  descen t  a r e  among  the  new m e m b e r s  
of the  S ix th  Na t iona l  C o m m i t t e e  of the  Chi -  
nese  Peop le ' s  Pol i t ica l  Consu l t a t i ve  Conference .  
Each of t hem has  w o r k e d  for  a long t ime  for  
the  Chinese  r evo lu t ion  and cons t ruc t ion .  

I s rae l  Eps te in ,  68, was a G e r m a n  born  in 
Poland .  He is now E d i t o r - i n - C h i e f  of China 
Reconstructs. 

Epste in  sa id  in an  i n t e rv i ew  af te r  he was  
n a m e d  to the  CPPCC Na t iona l  Commi t t ee  t ha t  
he had  been  a j o u r n a l i s t  for most  of his life, and  
he had  been  a p a r t i c i p a n t  of China 's  social  
s t rugg le  m a i n l y  as an observer .  

" H o w e v e r , "  hE said,  "as a CPPCC me mbe r ,  
I w o n ' t  be jus t  an  observer .  I can make  sug-  
ges t ions  mor.e d i r ec t ly  and at a h igher  level.  
S ince  I k n o w  some th ing  of both  Chinese and 
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New CPPCC National Committee members of foreign descent 
(from left to right): Elizabeth Li, Betty Chandler. Israel 

Epstein, Eva Siao and Ruth Weiss. 

Weste rn  cu l tu res ,  I can pe rhaps  h'elp p r o m o t e  
mu tua l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g . "  

F r o m  1938 to 1941, Eps te in  w o r k e d  in t he  
China Defence  League  tha t  was f o r m e d  and  led  
by  Soong C h i n g  Ling.  In 1944, he wen t  to 
Yanan  to  c o v e r  Ch ina ' s  W a r  o f - R e s i s t l t n c e  
Aga in s t  J a p a n .  In 1951, a t  the  i nv i t a t i on  of 
Soong Ch ing  Ling,  he began  to w o r k  on China 
Reconstructs. He became  a Chinese  c i t izen  in 
1957. 

Sidney  Shapiro,  a 68-year -o ld  adv i so r  to 
China Pictorial, was born  in the  Uni ted  Sta tes .  

Some  40 y e a r s  ago, Shap i ro  was  a s t u d e n t  
of the  f a m o u s  s inologis t  C a r r i n g t o n  Goodr i ch ,  
who was head  of the  Chinese  d e p a r t m e n t  a t  
Co lumbia  U n i v e r s i t y  in New York.  He l a t e r  
got  a l a w  degree .  He came to Ch ina  in 1947' 
because  he t h o u g h t  t he re  would  be a use  for  an 
A m e r i c a n  l a w y e r  wi th  a k n o w l e d g e  of Chinese .  

In 1948, he m a r r i e d  Feng  Zi, a Chinese  d r a -  
mat ic  cri t ic.  In the  30-odd yea r s  fo l lowing  the  

found ing  of the  People ' s  Republ ic ,  he wi tnessed  

a ser ies  of pol i t ica l  and  h i s to r i ca l  even t s  in 
China.  

"By the  1950s, I was beg inn ing  to u n d e r -  
s tand  w h a t  was  going  on. I t hough t  China  was  

do ing  a g r e a t  dea l  for  the  w o r l d  and  for  me' 
personal ly .  And  so I w a n t e d  v e r y  much  to be -  

come pa r t  of  this  g r e a t  soc ie ty ,"  he said.  He 
became a Chinese  c i t izen in 1963. 

S h a p i r o  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  the  
cu l tu ra l  exchanges  be tw e e n  
China  and the  West .  He  
t r ans l a t ed  Ba J in ' s  The Family, 
Mao Dun 's  Spring Si lkworms,  
Zhao Shul i ' s  Rhymes  of Li 
Youcai as well  as  the  classical  
novel  Outlaws o] the Marsh. 
He is now w r i t i ng  a book on 
the J e w s  in anc ien t  China .  

"I cons ider  i t  an honour  to 
be in the  CPPCC,"  he said.  "I  
hope to t ake  an ac t ive  pa r t . "  

Ru th  Weiss,  an Aus t r i an ,  is 
an adv i so r  to China Pictorial. 
She took pa r t  in p rog res s ive  
ac t iv i t ies  in Shangha i ,  Chengdu  
and  Chongqing  in 1934 and  
w o r k e d  in the  Ch ina  W e l f a r e  
F u n d  led by  Soong Ching Ling 
in 1945. She became  a Chinese  
ci t izen in 1955. 

Elizabeth Li, a Russ ian  and the  w i d o w  of 
Li Lisan,  a l e a d e r  of Ch ina ' s  l a b o u r  m o v e m e n t ,  
is a p ro fes so r  a t  the  Be i j ing  I n s t i t u t e  of F o r -  
eign Languages .  

She met  Li Lisan in 1933 when  he was  w o r k -  
ing  for  the  Comin te rn ,  and  m a r r i e d  h im t h r e e  

yea r s  la ter .  She se t t l ed  down  in Ch ina  in 1946 
and  began  to teach  Russ ian .  Today,  in add i t i on  
to teaching ,  Mrs. Li is compi l ing  Russ i an  l a n -  
g u a g e  t ex tbooks .  She  also is w o r k i n g  w i th  
Chinese  col leagues  on a h a n d b o o k  of new Rus-  
s ian words .  

Ma Haide (George Hatem),  a Lebanese ,  is  
now an a dv i so r  to the  M i n i s t r y  of Pub l i c  Hea l th .  

He came  to Ch ina  in 1932 and  w e n t  to Y a n a n  

la ter .  He has m a d e  g r e a t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  
China ' s  med ica l  work .  He became  a Chinese  

ci t izen in 1960. 

The  o t h e r  six n a t u r a l i z e d  Chinese  of fo re ign  

descen t  on the  CPPCC Nat iona l  C o m m i t t e e  a re :  
Hans~ Muller,  a G e r m a n  and v ice -p res iden t ,  of 

the  Bei j ing  Medica l  Col lege;  Betty Chandler,  an 

A m e r i c a n  and  an adv i so r  to the  F o r e i g n  Lan -  
guages  Press ;  Eva Siao,  a G e r m a n  and a pho -  
t o g r a p h e r  for  t he  X i n h u a  News A g e n c y ;  

Richard F r e y ,  an A u s t r i a n  and  an adv i so r  to 
the  Chinese  A c a d e m y  of  Medica l  Sciences ;  Guo  
Yuefang,  a J a p a n e s e  and  a t e a c he r  at  the  

Zhengzhou  E n g i n e e r i n g  Ins t i t u t e ;  and G u o  
Anna,  a Japanese .  []  
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China's Administrative Regions 

Gansu: A remote landlocked 
province 

by "Gansu Ribao" Correspondent Cheng Jie 
and Our Correspondent Zhou Yi 

To m a n y  foreign readers ,  
Gansu,  with its capital  Lan-  
zhou, is p robab ly  a s t r ange  
name.  Yet it  is i n t ima te ly  fami-  
l iar to h is tor ians  because one-  
f i f th  of the celebrated Silk Road 
crosses the province  as it  
m e a n d e r s  its way  from h in t e r -  
l and  China  to the  Medi-  
t e r r anean .  Art  lovers a round  

the wor ld  know it for the ver i -  
table t reasure  house of anc ien t  

t rad i t iona l  Chinese pa in t ing  in 
the Cave of the Thousand  
Buddhas  in D u n h u a n g  County  
in the wes te rn  par t  of the prov-  
ince. 

Indus t r ia l i s t s  abroad  may be 

a w a r e  that  an  oil well  dr i l led in 

the late 1930s in  wha t  is today 's  

Yumen  Oilfield in  the west  of 
the province  l aunched  China ' s  
oil i ndus t ry ;  while  observers  of 

20 

Yumen Oilfield, the earliest stronghold of China's oil industry. 
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mil i t a ry  indus t r i e s  probably  
know t h a t  at  J i u q u a n  abou t  
800 k i lome t r e s  f rom Lanzhou 
there  is a Chinese car r ie r  
rocket  l a u n c h i n g  site. 

The la tes t  news about this re-  
mote province ,  of civic interest ,  
is tha t  it has  establ ished a sis ter  
r e l a t ionsh ip  wi th  New Zealand ' s  
Chr i s tchurch .  The link, an -  
nounced  d u r i n g  Chinese Pre -  
mier  Zhao  Z iyang ' s  recent visi t  
to tha t  Oeean ian  country,  was 
cemented  because Rewi Alley, 
a 85-year-old  close New Zea-  
land  f r i end  of China,  was edu-  
cated in  Chris tchurch and  
d u r i n g  the  ear ly  1940s worked  
in  S h a n d a n  County,  Gansu, for 
the e s t ab l i shmen t  of a small  in-  
dus t r ia l  co-operat ive.  

But  above all, Gansu  is typ-  
ical of China.  For one thing,  i t  
is both  a nc i e n t  and  young,  a 
m i x t u r e  of a rich cul tura l  her i -  
tage wi th  developing  mode rn  
i ndus t r y ;  for another ,  while  it  
is where  Ch ina ' s  most des t i tu te  
areas are located; it  has one of 
the na t ion ' s  ma jor  high-yield  
g ra in rp roduc ing  centres. In  
both respects, this  remote,  l a nd -  
locked n o r t h w e s t e r n  Chinese  
province  is a microcosm of 
China,  a deve loping  socialist  
a rea  still  s t ruggl ing  to shake off 
pover ty  and secure prosperi ty.  
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A brief introduction 

G ANSU, with a relatively 
long his tory  as an ad- 

ministrative division, derived 
its name f r o m  the two signif- 
icant towns, Ganzhou (today's 
Zhangye) and  Suzhou (today's 
Jiuquan), dur ing  the Qin and 
Western Hart Dynasties (221- 
8 B.C.). 

The province has a territory 
of 450,000 square  kilometres, ap- 
proximately five-sixths the size 
of France, and  a population of 
19 million, about" 1.9 per cent of 
the nation's total. Its land, nar- 
row and long, stretches 1,600 
kilometres f rom east to west but 
only 25 kilometres from north 
to south at the narrowest point. 

Most of Gansu is covered with 
rugged highlands 1,000-3,000 
metres above sea level. The pla- 
teau in its eastern and central 
areas is blanketed by a loess 
layer 100-300 metres thick, a 
unique f o r m a t i o n  in world 
geology. Mountains and deserts 
dominate its south and north;  
and plains and oases can be 
found only in a strip of land 
west of the Huanghe (Yellow) 
River. 

On the whole, Gansu is handi- 
capped by an arid climate. In 
its northwest, central and east 
areas, the annual precipitation 
can drop below 200 mm. Only 
its subtropic southernmost part 
enjoys plentiful rainfall. 

Agriculture is predominant in 
its economy, but livestock breed- 
ing is also important. In 
fact, Gansu is one of the na- 
tion's five leading livestock 
bases. The province also 
abounds in traditional Chinese 
medicinal herbs, some of which 
enjoy brisk, sales all over the 
world. 

Gansu figures prominently in 
China in the development of cer-  

tain nonferrous metal resources. 
Over 60 kinds of mineral ores 
have been discovered there and 
abundant are the reserves of 
nickel, lead, zinc and copper. 
Sunshine lasts 2,000 hours a 
year in most areas, which augurs 
well for future solar energy ~te- 
velopment. 

At present, it still lags behind 
most of the 28 other provinces 

on the mainland in industrial 
development. 

Forty-one nationalities in- 
habit Gansu, including 9 minor- 
ity peoples who make up 7.6 per 
cent of the provincial popula- 
tion. Two prefectures and sev- 
en counties are under the au- 
tonomous government of minor- 
ity peoples. Three nationalities, 
the Dongxiangs- (population : 
230,000), the Yugurs (population: 
10,569) and the Baoans (popula- 
tion: 9,027), are native only to 
Gansu. 

A treasure house of. ancient 
civilization 

T HE Huanghe (Yellow) River 
basin is the cradle of an- 

cient Chinese civilization. Dur.- 
ing the Zhou Dynasty about 
3,000 years ago, ~our ancestors in 
east and central Gansu created 
China's ear l~st  agriculture 
along the Jinghe and Weihe 
Rivers, tributaries of the 
Huanghe, t he reby ,  engendering 
the splendid culture and history 
of the river basin. 

The innumerable historical 
sites and relics, whose enduring, 
surpassing beauty never fails to 
overwhelm scholars and tourists 
from all over the world, have 
since become part  of the land- 
scape of Gansu. 

Dunhuang and the Silk Road 
In ancient times, when ocean 

shipping remained undeveloped, 
traffic was heavy along a nar-  
row serpentine trail that wound 
its way for several thousand 
kilometres from Changan (to- 
day 's  Xian), the capital of an- 
cient China, to the Mediterra- 
nean. Camel caravans herded by 
men riding on horseback 
trudged laboriously across 
mountains and rivers and the 

vast Gobi Desert, shipping 
oriental silk, brocade, tea and 
paper to Persia and Europe and 
bringing back full loads of 
Western grapes, Indian Budclhist 
scriptures and large herds of 
European horses. The Silk 
Road played no small part  
in facilitating the cultural and 
commercial exchanges between 
West and East. 

One-fifth, or over 1,000 kilo- 
metres, of the Silk Road ran 
through the nar row strip of land 
of Gansu. In 138 B.C., it was 
the route taken by the famous 
Han Dynasty explorer Zhang 
Qian on his first mission to the 
Western Territories (embracing 
the part  of Xinjiang that is west 
of Yumen and Central Asia). 

Later, the 8th-century Tang 
Dynasty Monk Xuan Zhuang 
traversed it on his pilgrimage to 
India for the much sought-after 
Buddhist scriptures. 

The Silk Road also led t h e  
famous 13th-century Italian 
traveller Marco Polo through 
the Pamirs, Xinjiang and Gan- 
su on his way to China proper. 

June 20, 1983 21 



FEATURE/GANSU 
. ~ . l ~ =  ~ ; - ~ . . ~ . . - , . : ~ . ' . .  
:..=;; ~,  :t~ ~.. : . ; i  

J i a y u g u a n ,  w h e r e  the  Great  Wal l  
r e a c h e s  its w e s l e r n  t e r m i n a l .  
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G a l l o p i n g  horse  po ised  on a f l y i n g  
s w a l l o w  (a H a n  D y n a s t y  b r o n z e  
scu lp ture ,  u n e a r t h e d  in W u w e i ,  1969). 

A T a n g  D y n a s t y  bronze  B u d d h a  
s ta tue ,  one  of  the  m a n y  ar t i fac t s  

contr ibuted  by R e w i  A l l ey .  

~ • ~_.~, 
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! ilovering Angel. This is a 
Dunhuang mural replica. 

~=~ ~ e  Mediterra~a. Dunhuang 

Lanz h°~L~'QX ian " ~  
The Silk Road . , ~  
(The white section refers to the length that 
runs across Gansu Province) South C h t . . ~  

Dunhuang Airfield, l o c a t e d  
on the  Gobi  Desert. 
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Many grottoes and monas- 
teries along the road bear elo- 
quent witness to the once 
flourishing cultural exchanges 
between China and the rest of 
the world. 

In east Gansu's Tianshui, the 
Maijishan Grotto is known for 
its clay sculptures. There is also 
the Bingling Cave Temple in 
Yongjing near Lanzhou and the 
Yulin Grotto in west Gansu's 
Anxi County. They are all crys- 
tallizations of Buddhist art of 
ancient times. 

The Mogao Grottoes (the Cave 
of  the Thousand Bhuddas) in 
Dunhuang County, west Gansu, 
houses one of the world's rarest 
collections of art. 

Construction of these grottoes 
started in the fourth century 
and was finished in the 14th 
century, a period which saw the 
rise and fall of nine dynasties. 
Over 1,000 caves were carved, 
but only 492 remain somewhat 
intact to this day. Altogether 
2,000 statues in glowing colours 
were immured in these caves; 
790 have been restored to their 
former grandeur through un- 
c a n n y  engineering and artistic 
work. 

Some of them are ;t3 metres 
high and are marked by their 
solid monumental i ty whereas 
others measure only a few cen- 
timetres and are fragile and ex- 
quisite. 

The most grandiose of all are 
the • murals, totalling 45,000 
square metres, which, placed end 
to end, would be 25 kilometres 
long. Painted in vivid images 
and bright colours, t h e s e  pic- 
tures are mostly about Indian 
folklore and religious life. Some 
of them picture life in ancient 
China, including hunting, farm- 
ing, weaving, warfare, wedding 
and funerals. Many of them 
are so vivid they look as if they 
were painted quite recently. 

The varied collection, of art 
enshrined in the Cave of the 
Thousand Buddhas also includes 
9oluminous rolls of Buddhist 
scriptures and manuscripts of 
history and anecdotes. Rendered 
in st.ylized calligraphy, they 
present intense, kaleidoscopic 
pictures of China's social life in 
different feudal dynasties and 
the East-West economic and 
cultural interflow in the inter- 
vening millennium. 

This wealth of priceless art 
was first discovered in the early 
20th century by some foreign 
adventurers, such as A. Stein of 
Britain and Paul Pelliot of 
France. After greasing the palm 
of some of the care-taking 
monks, they made away with 
a good number of religious 
scriptures, sculptures and paint- 
ings, packed in dozens of boxes. 
Many of them have been lost in 
alien lands since, and more 
often than not, Chinese scholars 
must go to Paris, London, etc., 
to consult them before they 
can complete their research. 

Large quantities of other cul- 
tural relics from the prehistoric 
period onwards have been ex- 
cavated in Gansu and more are 
expected to be found. To date, 
over 1,000 historical sites and 
tombs belonging to the Palaeo- 
lithic and Neolithic Ages have 
been unearthed. 

Some of these recent dis- 
coveries are of unmatched value, 
such as the fossil of a Huanghe 
elephant, found in Heshui Coun- 
ty, east Gansu, which is by far 
the most complete stegodon fos- 
sil in the world. 

Wuwei County, 270 kilome- 
tres west of Lanzhou, boasts a 
sizable museum of cultural rel- 
ies. It has several rooms full of 
objects from each historical 
period from the Neolithic Age 
to the Ming and Qing Dynasties 
(from the 14th century to the 
early 20th century). 
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Archaeologists around the 
world may still remember them- 
selves oohing and aahing over 
the 1969 discovery of a bronze 
sculpture from an ancient tomb 
in Wuwei. It is now housed in 
the Han Dynasty collection of 
the Wuwei Museum. The piece, 
which dates back 1,700 years, is 
cast in the breathtaking image 
of a galloping horse with three 
hooves flying in the air, balanc- 
ed by the sweep of its long tail, 
while its fourth hoof is poised 
on a flying swallow. 

In mountains 500 kilome- 
tres west of Wuwei nestles an 
imposing structure complete 
with defence installations. This 
is Jiayuguan, built during 
the Ming Dynasty (the 14th-17th 
century). The Great Wall, which 
starts from Shanhaiguan in He- 
bei Province in the far east, 
runs through Jiayuguan and 
reaches its western terminal a 
short distance away. Recently 
refurbished, J iayuguan has be- 
come one ~f the country's most 
spectacular scenic spots. 

Protection and Utilization 
In old China, nature and hu- 

man vandalism wreaked great 
havoc with the numerous cul- 
tural relics. Since the birth of 
New China, much has been done 
to protect them and use them to 
benefit the people. Special funds 
have been allotted for preserva- 
tion and restoration work, and 
systematic research has been or- 
ganized. Only in the turmoil of 
the "cultural revolution" (1966- 
76) were some of the relics de- 
stroyed or lost. 

The Mogao Grottoes, with 
their superb artistic and historic 
value, are now under special 
protection by the government. 
Millions of yuan have. been 
spent in the last three decades 
to reinforce the caves, a project 
which will be completed next 
year. 

Interior refurbishing is also in 
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high gear, with devices instal led 
to control the tempera ture  and 
moisture inside. Experienced 
exper ts  are st i l l  racking their  
bra ins  in search of the best 
ways and means for the resto- 
ra t ion of the murals,  which in- 
volves enormous, complicated 
work. 

The ear ly  20th century saw 
the rise of a new branch of 
learning in some foreign coun- 
t r i e s -  the Dunhuang studies. 
The Dunhuang studies involve 
many  fields, such as sculpture, 
paint ing,  architecture,  l i te ra ture  
as well as politics, economics, 
warfare ,  religion, nationali t ies,  
science and  technology. China 
ha~ also set up its own Dun- 
huang research centre near  the 
Mogao Grottoes. Though it has 
only 30 researchers,  it has ac- 
complished much in protecting 
the relics, collating historical  
data,  copying the pictures and 
sculptures and publicizing them. 

Dunhuang researcll has pick- 
ed up momentum in recent 
years, since the "Left" mis takes  
were corrected. Great  progress 
has been made in determining 
the periods of development  of 
the grottoes, the historical and 
geographical  background of 
Dunhuang County, the Buddhist  
meanings behind all these relics 
and the contents of the murals.  
Many researchers  have dedicat-  
ed their  whole lives to the s tudy 
of Dunhuang. 

Just  as China's cul tural  policy 
calls f6r "making  the past serve 
the present,"  so pains taking ef- 
forts are being exer ted to make 
the rich cul tural  her i tage in 
Gansu 'access ib le  to the world. 

An example  of this  is the 
staging of Tales of the Silk 
Road, a dance drama by the 
Gansu Provincial  Song and 
Dance Ensemble. The drama 
became a nat ional  hit short ly 
af ter  it appeared  on stage. It al-  
so was performed abroad and 

brought  down the house in Paris 
and Milan. It is based on the 
history of the Silk Road and 
many of its artistic aspects were 
pat terned after the Dunhuang 
murals.  

Dunhuang today is at tracting 
more and more tourists. The 
local a i rport ,  completed last 
August, has helped shorten a 
t r ip  from Lanzhou to a l i t t le 
over three hours. 

For a prosperous tomorrow 

C ANSU's aff luence during 
the heyday of the Han and 

Tang Dynasties (from the 3rd 
century B.C. to the ear ly  10th 
century) was a t t r ibuted  to the 
hustle and bustle along the Silk 
Road. Consequently its two im- 
por tant  caravan towns, Ganzhou 
and Suzhou, were referred to as 
towns of gold and silver. Had 
such prosperi ty  not been lost in 
the ensuing years, Gansu today 
would have become one of the 
nat ion 's  rich provinces. 
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History, however,  often does 

not go the way  one wants it to. 
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the  Huns ,  Sienpis ,  Ouigours  
and Qiangs .  

I n  m o d e r n  h i s tory ,  as China  
g r a d u a l l y  t u r n e d  into  a s emi -  
colonial ,  s e m i - f e u d a l  society,  
the  peop le  su f f e r ed  fu r the r  
f rom the  t y r a n n i c a l  war lo rds ,  
hear t l ess  l a n d l o r d s  and g reedy  
m o n e y - l e n d e r s .  The i r  p l igh t  was 
of ten b e y o n d  imag ina t ion .  

In  a u t u m n - w i n t e r  1935, Fan  
C h a n g j i a n g  (1909-70), a wel l -  
k n o w n  Da Gong Bao repor te r ,  
wen t  on a f ac t - f i nd ing  tour  to 
n o r t h w e s t  China .  At  the  t ime,  
the  J a p a n e s e  impe r i a l i s t s  ha.c[ 
i nvaded  n o r t h e a s t  China.  The  
whole  c o u n t r y  was  engul fed  in 
a pa t r i o t i c  m o v e m e n t  aga ins t  
J a p a n e s e  aggress ion  and for  na -  
t ional  s a l v a t i o n  and the  Chinese  
W o r k e r s '  and  Peasan t s '  Red 
A r m y  had  pushed  its way  
th rough  G a n s u  into  S h a a n x i  on 
its epic Long March .  

F a n ' s  r epor t s ,  which  were  col- 
lected in his  best -sel ler ,  The 
Northwest  Corner of China, re-  
vea led  for  the  f i rs t  t ime the  
g r im r e a l i t y  of t ha t  pa r t  of the  
count ry .  

His f i r s t  impres s ion  of the  so- 
cal led go lden  town of Zhangye  
of old was :  "Bi t t e r  winter•  Cold 
moon. The  no r th  w ind  chi l ly  to 
the bone. Too m a n y  people  
wi thou t  pants•"  People  in groups  
of th rees  or  fours  could be 
found on s t r ee t  corners  and end 
of a l leys  s t ruggl ing"  to su rv ive  
the  cold n igh t  and  wa i t i ng  an-  
x ious ly  for  the  d a y b r e a k  so tha t  
they  could begin a new day  of 
begging  in the  s t reets .  

F a n  C h a n g j i a n g  po in ted  out  
tha t  the  p l igh t  was  not  due to 
the laziness  of the  people  but  to 
bru ta l  exp lo i t a t i on  by  the ru lers .  
In add i t i on  to t axes  in cash and 
kind imposed  e v e r y w h e r e  in 
Gansu,  Z h a n g y e  had  " 'opium 
fines." In the  n a m e  of " p r o h i b -  
i t ing the  g rowing  of o p i u m , "  
the p rov inc ia l  g o v e r n m e n t  s t ipu-  
lated tha t  every  year .  Z h a n g y e  
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Labuji .  a m o d e l  Y u g u r  h e r d s m a n  at the foot of the  Qi l i an  M o u n t a i n  Range.  

had  to pay  a f ine of 200,000 
yuan .  The a m o u n t  had  to be 
pa id  w h e t h e r  or  not  op ium was  
grown.  To ensure  p a y m e n t ,  the  
m a g i s t r a t e  of Z h a n g y e  was  al-  
lowed  a 5 pe r  cent  commiss ion  
on each fine. 

The  t ru th ,  however ,  was  tha t  
the  people  d id  not  g row opium• 
Indeed,  t hey  had  no land  to 
g r o w  any th ing .  Even so, each 
ab l e -bod ied  person had t o  pay  
an  annua l  f ine  of 8 yuan ,  a ve ry  
subs t an t i a l  s u m  for a peasan t  in 
those  days.  

L ibe ra t ion  in 1949 changed  
the  Gansu  people ' s  i n h u m a n  
pl ight .  In 1982, the  p rov ince ' s  
to ta l  i ndus t r i a l  and  ag r i cu l tu ra l  
ou tpu t  va lue  was  more  t han  10 
t imes  w h a t  it  had  been before  
1949. The  p r o b l e m  of feed ing  
and  c lo th ing  the  local people  
was bas ica l ly  solved.  Even in 
t imes  of se r ious  drought ,  t oday  
nobody  dies  of s t a rva t i on  or  
flees his v i l lage  to seek a be t t e r  
lot e l sewhere .  

Yet  Gansu  r e m a i n s  to this  day  
one of  the  most  b a c k w a r d  p rov -  
inces in China.  and  t r e m e n d o u s  
e f fo r t s  will be r equ i r ed  be fore  
pove r ty  can be comple t e ly  wiped  
out. 

Fighting Drought 
The p o v e r t y  t o d a y  has  much  

to do w i th . t he  b a c k w a r d  agr icu l -  
ture ,  the  l i fe -b lood  of Gansu ' s  
economy.  The  p rov ince ' s  to ta l  
ag r i cu l tu r a l  ou tpu t  va lue  ac-  
counts  for on ly  1.22 per  cent  of 
the  na t ion ' s  to ta l  desp i t e  the  
fact  tha t  i t  has 1.9 pe r  cent  of 
China ' s  to ta l  popu la t ion  and  3.6 
per  cent  of the  n a t i o n ' s  to ta l  
f a r m l a n d  acreage.  

Lives tock  b reed ing  is no 
be t t e r  e i ther .  A l t h o u g h  the  
p rov ince  is one of Ch ina ' s  f ive 
l a rges t  l ives tock bases,  i t  has 
only a m e a g r e  4 per  cent  of the  
total  head  of l ivestock.  

In both fields,  d rough t  is the  
chief  culpri t•  A n n u a l  p r ec ip i t a -  
t ion in the  18 count ies  ( includ-  
ing  J i n g y u a n ,  H u in ing  and 
Dingxi)  on the  loess p l a t eau  in 
cen t ra l  Gansu ,  w h e r e  one-  
fou r th  (5 mil l ion)  of the p ro-  
vincial  popu la t ion  lives, s t ands  
at  200-300 mm. As sub-  
t e r r a n e a n  w a t e r  is now he re  to 
be found in the  solid h u n d r e d s -  
m e t r e  th ick loess layer ,  the 
m o u n t a i n s  r e m a i n  b a r r e n  and 
lifeless. 

Even when  w a t e r  is found, it  
is usua l ly  a l k a l i - c h a r g e d  and 
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t':,us useless  for  d r i n k i n g  or  i r r i -  
ga t ion.  The ma in  source  of 
d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  is ra infa l l ,  
s to red  in wel ls  ca re fu l ly  l ined 
wi th  a specia l  red  clay.  

Accord ing  to" incomple t e  rec-  
ords,  in the  2,051 y e a r s  f rom 
104 B.C. to 1947, G a n s u  was  hi t  
by  252 droughts ,  an  ave rage  of 
one e v e r y  e igh t  years .  In  some 
cases, the  d r y  spel l  l as ted  seve r -  
al yea.rs. Each  d rough t  took the  
l ives  of t h o u s a n d s  of people.  In  
a se r ious  d r y  spel l  t ha t  s t r uck  
G a n s u  in 1929, for  example ,  2 
mi l l ion  people  died,  w i th  the  
m o r t a l i t y  r a t e  topp ing  30 pe r  
cent.  

M a n y  a t t e m p t s  have  been  
m a d e  and  m e a s u r e s  adop ted  to  
offse t  d rought ,  b u t  l i t t le  has 
been  ach ieved  in eas ing  the 
a c u t e  s h o r t a g e  of w a t e r  in 
m o u n t a i n  areas.  In  t he  la te  
1950s, some people  t r i ed  to 
d ive r t  w a t e r  f rom the  Taohe  
River ,  hop ing  thus  to  solve the  
w a t e r  sho r t age  once and  for all. 
Colossal  sums  of m o n e y  and  l a -  
bour  were  inves t ed  in this  g igan-  
t ic p ro jec t ,  bu t  i t  was  unsuccess-  
ful.  

Today ,  cen t ra l  G a n s u  r e m a i n s  
one of the  na t ion ' s  dozen  most  
des t i t u t e  areas .  The  local  people  
s t i l l  have  t roub le  m a k i n g  ends  
mee t  and  mus t  r e ly  on govern -  
m e n t  re l ie f  for  funds  and  gra in .  

In  Dingx i  County ,  the  gove rn -  
m e n t  spends  300,000-400,000 
y u a n  a y e a r  on supp ly ing  d r i n k -  
ing  w a t e r  for  the peasan t s  and  
the i r  l ives tock.  

The  p e r - c a p i t a  a n n u a l  in -  

come in mos t  G a n s u  com- 

m u n e s  s t i l l  f a l l s  f a r  beh ind  

the  n a t i o n a l  average ,  which  

s tood  at  270 y u a n  in  1982. 

The  g o v e r n m e n t  has  shown 
cons i s ten t  concern  for  the  peo-  
ple  in the  p rov ince  i n  the i r  
s t rugg le  w i th  pover ty .  

In  1973, when  a se r ious  
d rough t  h i t  cen t ra l  Gansu ,  P r e -  
mie~ Zhou  Enlai  i m m e d i a t e l y  
o rde red  an  increase  in re l ie f  
g ra in  and  funds  for the  a rea  and 
ensured  t h a t  c lo th ing  and  o the r  
da i ly  necessi t ies  were  rushed  to 
the  spot.  He also i n s t ruc t ed  the  
local g o v e r n m e n t  to  he lp  the  
peasan t s  e x p a n d  s ide l ine  occu- 
pa t ions  to m a k e  up  for  t he i r  
losses. As  a resul t ,  t hey  s u r v i v -  
ed the  d isas te r .  

In  a u t u m n  1982, P r e m i e r  Zhao  
Z iyang  m a d e  an  inspec t ion  t ou r  
of Dingxi  County .  He discussed 
the  v ic ious  cycle of the  local 
ecology w i t h  c o m m u n e  cadres  
and  m e m b e r s .  They  f ina l ly  de-  
c ided to p l a n t  d r o u g h t - r e s i s t a n t  

t rees  and  g rass  on a l a rge  scale  
so as to e x p a n d  the  vege t a t i on  
cover  on the  l and  and  p rov ide  
fodder  for  an imals .  More  live~ 

s tock  w o u l d  then  p roduc e  m o r e  
m a n u r e  needed  to boost  g ra in  
yield.  

In  a d d i t i o n  to  a f fo res ta t ion ,  
the  p rov ince  has  bu i l t  gove rn -  
m e n t - f u n d e d  h y d r o p o w e r  p ro -  
jects  a long  r i v e r s  a n d  deep  ra -  
vines.  La rge  n u m b e r s  of smal l  
p u m p i n g  s ta t ions  also have  been  

set up  to he lp  inc rease  the g r a i n  
output .  

Controlling the Deserts 

Deser t s  a r e  a no the r  scourge 
of the  G a n s u  people .  

Nor th  and  n o r t h w e s t  Gansu is 
v i r t u a l l y  a v a s t  s w e e p  of deser t s  
and  gobi  (vas t  a reas  of rocks) 
to ta l l ing  120,000 squa re  k i lome-  
tres,  or  o n e - f o u r t h  of the p r o v -  
ince 's  to ta l  a rea .  

In the  p a s t  i t  was  not  uncom-  
mon to see  f a r m l a n d  and vi l lages 
s u b m e r g e d  in  sand.  In the cen-  
t u r y  be fore  l ibe ra t ion ,  d r i f t i ng  
dunes  b u r i e d  6,300 vi l lages and  
17,400 h e c t a r e s  of f a r m l a n d  in 
Minq in  C o u n t y  (300 k i lometres  
wes t  of Lanzhou) ,  which  is su r -  
r o u n d e d  on th ree  sides by  the  
Tengger  a n d  B a d a i n  J a r a n  
Deserts .  

A f t e r  the  f o u n d i n g  of the Peo-  
ple ' s  Republ ic ,  the  g o v e r n m e n t  
of M i n q i n  C o u n t y  p u t  research  
a n d  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of the des-  
e r t s  on the  t o p  of the  agenda .  
I n t e g r a t i n g  eng inee r ing  e f fo r t s  
w i th  the  p l a n t i n g  of trees and  
grass ,  t he  coun ty  has  successful-  

Work is in full swing to harness the Te~gger Desert. 
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ly removed the threat  of high 
winds and drifting sands from 
20,000 hectares of farmland. 

Minqin today has China's first 
botanical garden on the desert, 
which occupies 67 hectares and 
serves both multipui~pose re- 
search and international scien- 
tific and technological ex- 
changes. 

Lingze County has also 
done a remarkable job in 
this regard. There, the Chi- 
nese Academy Of Sciences' 
Lanzhou Desert Research In- 
stitute has worked in close co- 
ordination with a local forestry 
research centre to build sand- 
fixation forests and reclaim the 
land. Several years of arduous 
work have turned what used to 
be 3,:~00 hectares of desert into 
an oasis. More than 100 peasant 
families have settled there, 
bringing in their wake thriving 
farming and livestock breeding. 

Developing the Rich Land 

Certainly not all the ]and of 
Gansu is arid and barren. In a 
deep ravine on the loess plateau 
of east Gansu stretches a strip 
of fertile grain-yielding land. To 
the south,, the high mountains 
between the Changjiang and 
Huanghe Rivers are covered 
with luxhrious subtropical for- 
ests and fruit treeS, and the 
dense virgin forests provide the 
ideal habitat for such precious 
animals as giant pandas, cakins, 
golden-haired monkeys and 
stone martens and breeding 
grounds for over 300 kinds of 
traditional Chinese medicinal 
herbs like the root of hairy asia- 
bell and Rhizoma Gastrodiae. 
The Chinese angelica produced 
in Minxian County, south Gan- 
su, has long enjoyed an interna- 
tional reputation for its quality. 

Between the high mountains 
west of the Huanghe River and 
the deserts lies the Hexi Corri- 
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Chen Pei  wi th  fe l low c o m m u n e  m em bers  in a w h e a t  field. 

dor, a 100-kilometre-wide strip 
of land that extends 1,200 
kilometres from Wuwei in the 
east to Anxi County in the west. 

The snow-capped Qilian 
Mountain Range that runs 
parallel to it provides a constant 
supply of water for irrigation. 
The Lanzhou-Urumqi Railway 
and Highway link the corridor 
with Lanzhou and Xinjiang to 
its west and Shaanxi to its east. 
Hexi is also an indispensable 
route in the interflow of com- 
modities to and from Xinjiang 
and other places. 

The Hexi Corridor developed 
gradually after 1949. In 1980, its 
grain output totalled 170,000 
tons, six times the pre-liberation 
figure. This meant that every 
peasant there produced an aver- 
age of 554.5 kilogrammes, doubl- 
ing the provincial average 
figure. 

Qiaopo Production Team 
No. 3 in Wuwei County's Daliu 
Commune is another good exam- 
ple of a Hexi success story. 
The 178 people in 32 families 
there farm 17 hectares of land. 
In the last three years, they have 
vastly improved their living 
standards by instituting the re- 

sponsibility system in produc- 
tion and organizing surplus la- 
bour in expanding sideline oc- 
cupations. 

In 1981, the team's per-capita 
income from collective distribu- 
tion reached 401 yuan. Brick- 
and-wooden houses have replac- 
ed outmoded adobe huts, while 
TV sets and upholstered arm- 
chairs have become standard for 
every family. A watertower has 
~been built, which supplies tap- 
water to all corners of the vil- 
lage. By t h e  rural Chinese 
standards, Qiaopo Production 
Team No. 3 is definitely in the 
nations' well-to-do bracket. 

The team members owe much 
of their improved lot to their 
leader, 40-year-old Chen Pei, 
who recently was promoted to 
be the leader of a production 
brigade (composed of a number  
of teams). 

In an interview with our cor- 
respondent he said he would use 
his experience to help more com- 
mune members gain prosperity. 

Improved livelihood .has kin- 
dled a strong desire for better 
education and more knowledge. 
The commune-run Banqiao Mid- 
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dle School  of Linze Coun ty  is 
jus t  one  resu l t  of th is  desire.  

The school cou r tya rd ,  over  3 
hec t a re s  wide,  is c lean and quiet ,  
sec luded  in big  g roves  of fu l l -  
g r o w n  cypress  t rees.  Its 280 
s tuden ts ,  a p a r t  f rom schooling,  
also lend  a hand  in f a r m  chores.  
At  p resen t ,  40 per  cent  of the  
ch i ld ren  of school  age in the  
B a n q i a o  c o m m u n e  a t t e n d  school. 

Tapping Mineral Resources 

With  its to ta l  i ndus t r ! a l  o u t p u t  
va lue  accoun t ing  for  1.4 pe r  cen t  
of the  na t ion ' s  total ,  Gansu  
P rov ince  p laces  22nd of  i ts  28 
c o u n t e r p a r t s  on the  m a i n l a n d .  
However ,  i t s  po ten t i a l  for  indus-  
t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  is immense ,  
because  i t  abounds  in  diverse ,  
h i g h - g r a d e  n a t u r a l  resources .  

By the  t ime  G a n s u  was  l ibe r -  
a t ed  in 1949, the  p rov ince  had  
on ly  a few sma l l  fac tor ies  and  
h a n d i c r a f t  workshops .  Since  
then  m a n y  m o d e r n  en te rpr i ses ,  
b ig  and  med ium-s ized ,  have  
been bui l t .  The Lanzhou  Re-  
f inery ,  w i th  an annua l  c a p a c i t y  
of 2.5 mi l l ion  tons,  p roduces  
m o r e  t han  the  whole  coun t ry  did  
in the  old  days .  

The Lanzhou  Gene ra l  Machine  
Works  is capab le  of p roduc ing  
d r i l l ing  and f r a c t u r i n g  equ ip -  
m e n t  for  expor t .  I t  is ha rd  to 
imag ine  tha t  the  f ac to ry  was  
deve loped  on the  bas is  of a 
d i l a p i d a t e d  Qing D y n a s t y  fac- 
t o ry  bui l t  du r ing  the 1870-78 
pe r iod  for  r e p a i r i n g  f i r e a r m s  
and  m a k i n g  sabres .  

In the  l i be ra t ion  year ,  Gansu  
had  only  52 k i l ome t r e s  of ra i l -  
ways .  Now 1,900 k i l ome t r e s  of 
r a i l w a y s  run  t h r o u g h ' i t  and  
Lanzhou,  the  p rov inc ia l  capi ta l ,  
has  become an i m p o r t a n t  hub  in 
the  t r a n s p o r t  n e t w o r k  of n o r t h -  
wes t  China .  

G a n s u  also abounds  in 
h y d r a u l i c  resources .  Three  
h y d r o p o w e r  s t a t ions  have  been 

bui l t  on the  H ua nghe  River  
u p s t r e a m  f rom Lanzhou.  

Tha  biggest  is the  L iu j i ax ia  
h y d r o p o w e r  s ta t ion,  whose  con- 
s t ruc t ion  began  shor t ly  a f t e r  
l ibera t ion .  I ts  co f fe rdam s t ands  
147 met res  high, its 130 s q u a r e  
k i l o m e t r e - w i d e  rese rvo i r  has  a 
s to rage  capac i ty  of 5,700 mi l l ion  
cubic me t re s  and it boasts  a gen-  
e r a t i ng  capac i ty  of 2.5 mi l l ion  
kw, which  makes  i t  the  la rges t  
in the  Huanghe  River  basin.  

The  we l l -deve loped  p o w e r  
i n d u s t r y  has not  only  s u p p o r t e d  
Gansu ' s  own ina us t r i a l  deve lop -  
men t  bu t  also suppl ies  su rp lus  
e lec t r ic i ty  to n e i g h b o u r i n g  
Shaanx i ,  Q ingha i  and  Sichuan.  

The  Yumen  Oil f ie ld  is the  
b i r t hp l ace  of China ' s  oil indus -  
t ry ,  and  the Y u m e n  w o r k e r s  
and technic ians  are  its p ioneers .  
The oi lf ield t oday  has reached  
its la te  p roduc t ive  years ,  bu t  
the  w o r k e r s  a re  p roud  of t h e  
fact  t ha t  the  bu i lde r s  of the  
famous  Daqing  Oil f ie ld  came  
f rom among  them,  inc lud ing  
Wang  J inx i ,  the  " I r o n  Man"  
whose  n a m e  is a household  
word  in China  because  of his 
con t r ibu t ions  to bu i ld ing  Da-  
qing. 

Not  fa r  f rom Wuwei  in the  
eas te rn  p a r t  of the  Hexi  Cor r i -  
do r  s t ands  J inchang ,  a new ci ty 
bu i l t  in 1981. The  J inchuan  Non-  
fe r rous  Meta l  C o m p a n y  the re  is 
China ' s  l a rges t  n ickel  p roduc ing  
a rea  and a cen t re  for e x t r a c t i n g  
p la t ino id .  J i n c h u a n  abounds  in 
pa ragene t i c  n o n f e r r o u s  depos i t s  
composed  mos t ly  of nickel,  m i x -  
ed wi th  a good v a r i e t y  of r a r e  
metals .  I ts  su lphu rous  n ickel  
rese rves  r a n k  second in t he  
wor ld .  Since 1978, the  ou tpu t  of 
nickel  has  been vas t ly  inc reased  
and  new resul t s  in scient i f ic  re -  
search  and comprehens ive  u t i l i -  
zat ion of the  n a t u r a l  resources  
have  been  achieved.  

Clear ly ,  no n fe r rous  me ta l  in-  
d u s t r y  is one of the  s t rong  

poin ts  of Gansu .  In 1980, the 
p rov ince  p r o d u c e d  13.5 per cent  
of the  n a t i o n ' s  to ta l  output  of 
10 n o n f e r r o u s  meta ls .  Recent ly  
Gansu  has bui l t  three  lead 
works  wi th  the  const ruct ion  
work  of a n o t h e r  one in high 
gear.  

Prospects 
In the ongo ing  dr ive for 

mode rn i za t i on ,  the  Oansu peo-  
ple  have  a long.  diff icul t  rou te  
ahead.  

Accord ing  to the  province ' s  
s ix th  f i v e - y e a r  p lan  (1981-85), 
in the  nex t  t h r e e  yea r s  Gansu  
wil l  con t inue  to devote  i ts 
m a j o r  e f for t s  to boost ing agr i -  
cu l tu re  in o r d e r  to set up a r a -  
t ional  f a r m i n g  system.  It wil l  
emphas i ze  two  aspects. The  
f i rs t  is the  con t inu ing  f ight  
aga ins t  pove r ty ,  which  includes 
i m p r o v i n g  the  ecological en-  
v i r o n m e n t  of the  ar id  centra l  
G a n s u  so as to speed up the 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  deve lopmen t  and  
effect  a qu ick  improvemen t  i n  
the  people ' s  l iving s tandards .  
The second is to develop the  
Hexi  C o r r i d o r  in o rde r  to t u rn  
it in to  a m a r k e t a b l e  gra in  p ro-  
ducing  centre .  If a good job  is 
done in both  aspects,  a boost  
will  be g iven  to the growth  of 
the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy of 
Gansu  as a whore.  

By  the  end of this  century,  the  
p rov ince  wil l  double  its to ta l  
g ra in  ou tpu t  and  become sel f -  
su f f i c i en t  in g r a i n  supply.  The  
to ta l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  ou tput  va lue  
will  r i se  5-fold and the peas -  
an ts '  p e r - c a p i t a  income will su r -  
pass 600 yuan .  Thus Gansu wil l  
b id  f a rewel l  to pover ty .  

In the  long run.  Gansu,  to-  
g e t h e r  wi th  the  vast  no r thwes t  
China,  wil l  in the  nex t  cen tury  
become a s t rong  base in bu i ld -  
ing China  in to  a power fu l  
socia l i s t  count ry .  [] 
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CULTURE AND SCIENCE 

MODERN DRAMA 

o/ 
historical themes 

In China 60 years ago, writers 
began to wri te  plays based on 
real-life historical personalities 
and events. 

Historical plays attained re- 
markab le  successes during the 
period of democrat ic  and social- 
ist revolution. However, during 
the "cul tural  revolution" (1966- 
-76) they were accused of 
"using the past to disparage the 
present"  and were ruthlessly 
suppressed by the gang of four. 

Recently, a number  of new 
historical piays have been 
staged in Leijing. They are no 
longer  regarded as "insinua- 
t ion" l i terature.  

Different  playwrights have 
offered var ied approaches to 
historical material .  

The Story of King Goujia% 
written by the famous writer 
Bai Hua, was staged this year 
by the Beijing People's Ar t  
Theatre. 

Se~ late in China's Spr ing  and 
Autumn Period (770-475 B.C.) it 
depicts King Goujian of the 
State of Yue working hard to 
strengthen his country af ter  
being defeatea by King Fuchai 
of the State of Wu. The King 
defeats the oppressor State ~t 
Wu through 10 years of pro- 
tracted struggles With his peo- 
ple. However,  he later forgets 
the bitter lessons of the past 
and once again indulges himself 
in luxury  and pleasure. 

Bai Hua had been to Shao- 
xing, the capital of the ancient 
State of Yue, in Zhejiang Prov-  
ince in the early 60s. He was 
great ly impressed by the vivid 
folktales about the S ta te  of Yue. 
He wondered why King Gou- 
jian embarked  once again, on 
the road to doom after  his 
vict.ory. 

In order to set the play true 
to historical facts as well as 
to accurately represent  the 
feelings of the people, the 
author incorporated both his- 
torical records and folktales in 
his creation. The depictions of 
kings, councellors, beauties, 
soldiers and common people 

A scene  from "The Story of King Goujian." 

June 20, 1983 

invar iably impress his au- 
diences. 

The 1861 Coup d'Etat staged 
by the Chengde Modern Drama 
Troupe of Hebei Province tells 
the story of how Empress 
Dowager Ci Xi (1835-1908) be- 
came one o f  the most powerful  
rulers of the last imperial  
dynas ty  in her young days. 

Much has been said about  the 
Empress Dowager in li terature, 
most o f  which describes her 
treacherous acts and her 
luxurious life dur ing her rule. 
However,  the play The 1861 
Coup d'Etat covers new ground. 
It gives us a vivid picture of how 
Ci Xi manoeuvred her way to 
power. 

The play makes  the audience 
understand the plain truth that  
people should be vigilant 
against  careerists and conspira- 
tors before a coup happens. 

Another  historical play highly 
commended by theatri,,al circles 
is Emperor Taizong and Wei 
Zheng, staged by a theatrical 
troupe of the Ministry of 
Railways. 

Emperor  Taizong (Li Shimi~, 
599-649 A.D.) "of the Tang 
Dynasty"  was one of the 
most successful emperors  in 
Chinese history. Wei Zheng 
was his loyal councellor. In old 
China, even a close councellor 
risked h is  life if he tried to 
co r r ec t  the misrule of the 
monarch. Although emperors  
named loyal high officials to 
advisory posts so they would 
dare to express their  opinions, 
nevertheless such subjects en- 
joyed no safety under  feudal 
rule. The play ciepicts the re-  
lationship between the emperor  
and his loyalists. 

Critics acclaim for the play-  
wright 's  thorough unders tand-  
ing of historical materials,  

29 



A scene  from "The 

which has been matched by his 
observations of his tory in the 
l ight  of historical  mater ia l ism.  
In seeking the t rue  colour of 
history,  the play well por t rays  
the feudal ruler  Li Shimin, both 
his historical  role as well as the 
l imita t ions  imposed by his 
times. The character  Emperor  
Taizong is a l ively person who 
is courageous in accepting 
crit icism but wants to mainta in  
his d igni ty  at the same time. The 
other principal,  Wei Zheng, also 
is real is t ical ly por t rayed.  

The Shandong Modern Drama 
Troupe's  presenta t ion  of Sultan 
and Emperor opens up another  
facet of historical p lay-wri t ing.  

The play is about  the 1417 
visit  to China by  Paduka  
Pahala,  the Sul tan of Sulu in 
the southern Phil ippines.  His 
was the biggest foreign delega- 
t ion China had ever received, 
which included his wife, chil- 
dz;en and 300 subjects. 

He met with Emperor  Yongle 
(1360-1424) but Before he could 
re turn  to the Philippines,  he 
became cri t ical ly ill and died in 
China 's  Dezhou, Shandong 
Province. 

The p laywr igh t  uses the stage 
to reflect  the f r iendship be- 
tween the peoples of China and 

1861 Coup d'Etat." 

the Phil ippines during the Ming 
Dynasty  (1368-1644). He inter-  
weaves nat ional  songs and 
dances of both countries into 
the story which gives it a sense 
of local customs. It is con- 
sidered a breakthrough both in 
subject  mat ter  and in art ist ic 
form. 

MUSIC 

Student composer ~,~ins 

Dresden award 
The second prize of the 1983 

Dresden Internat ional  Weber 
Chamber  Music Composition 
Contest went to Tan Dun, 26, 
who will. graduate  this summer 
from the Composit ion Depar t -  
ment  of the Central  Conserva- 
tory  of Music in Beijing. He is 
current ly  in the German Dem-. 
ocratic Republic at tending the 
awards  ceremony. 

His No. 1 String Quartet: 
Feng-Ya-Song (folk songs- 
court  music- temple hymns) was 
inspired by the Book of Songs, 
China's f irst  anthology of poems 
compiled by Confucius and his 
disciples in the Spring and 
Autumn Period (770-475 B.C.). 
I t  combines Chinese t radi t ion 
with modern  techniques. It is 

at once lyrical  and magnificent. 

The competi t ion received 82 
works from 25 countries and re- 
gions, including Argentina,  the 
GDR, Japan,  the Soviet Union 
and the United States. China, 
part ic ipat ing in the biannual 
event for the first  time, sent 
four compositions. 

Tan Dun was a violinist in a 
local opera t roupe  in Hunan 
Province before he entered the 
conservatory in 1978. He began 
to compose music when he was 
in middle school. 

"I had been a peasant  for two 
years and developed a great love 
for folk songs during that  
time," he said. He also found 
classical Chinese l i terature 
"great ly  nourishing." 

His first symphony Li Sao 
(on encounter ing sorrow) was 
based on a poem of the same 
title, which has exerted a great  
impact on Chinese l i terature of 
various periods, by Qu Yuan, 
China's first known poet of the 
Warr ing States  Period (475-221 
B.C.). This work  won a prize at  
China's Firs t  National  Sympho- 
nic Competi t ion in 1981. 

Professor Zhao Xingdao com- 
mented on his s tudent 's  success, 
"I t  indicates that  a composition 
of national character  containing 
new expressions is understood 
and accepted internat ional ly ."  

The depar tment ' s  f ive-year 
curr iculum incorporates rigorous 
formal  t ra ining and study of 
nat ional  music. One component 
of the curriculum is tha t  
s tudents  are required to spend 
one month every year  in locali- 
ties that  are  rich in folk music. 
so tha t  they can s tudy t h e  
origins and evolution of the 
local music and observe local 
conditions and customs, espec- 
ially celebrat ions and festivals. 

The first movement,  Feng, of 
Tan Du.n's award-winning  str ing 
quar te t  d rew on folk songs Tan 
learnt  during a t r ip  to Guangxi 
Zhuang Autonomous  Region. 
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ART PAGE 
Traditional Chinese 

paintings by Chen Dayu 
Born in 19!2, Chen Dayu is a native of Chao- 

yang County, Guangdong Province. H e  is a pro- 
fessor in the  painting department  of the Nanjing 
College of Ar t s  and is vice-chairman of the Jia~gsu 
branch of the  Chinese Artists' Association. 

Chen specializes in traditional Chinese flower- 
and-bird paintings characterized by vigorous brush- 
work. His p~int ings are not only lifelike but .also 
magnificently conceived, full of artistic impact. 

He has developed his Own unique painting 
style after years of efforts towards new artistic 
dimensions. 
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Lotuses. Heralding Spring. 
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Staunch Pine and Frost-Resisting Chrysanthemum. 
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